® 


¥ 
Y 
¥ 
Y 
¥ 
y 
¥ 
y 
y 
’ 
: 
¥ 
y 
y 
2 
y 
y 
¥ 


HRISTIANITY 


TODAY 


PUBLISHED FORTNIGHTLY 


Shall We Close the Sunday Schools? 


RONALD C. DOLL 


Has Youth for Christ’ Grown Up? 


V. RAYMOND EDMAN 


The Bible in the Sunday School 


MILFORD SHOLUND 


On the Preaching of Theology 


CLARENCE S. RODDY 


EDITORIAL: 


Pastors and Christian Education 


Volume Ill, Number 23 + August 31, 1959 





DPD DID DDD DOD DOP DPD DP DPI DH DH DAI *§ KKEOKE KEKE KEKE KE KEKE KEKE KEKE 


‘(CHRISTIAN ITY TODAY 


PUBLISHED FORTNIGHT 


1014 Washington Building, 
Volume III ° N 
DDD DH DH DH DH DH DH DH DH DH DP DH)  KKE KEE 
Cart F. H. Henry, Editor 
]. Marcettus Kix, 
L. Netson Betz, Executive Editor 
James DeForest Munrcn, Man 


lonun G 


Coase C. 


Associate Editor Roxianp E. 


ging Editor 
Jonansson, Production Manager 


CONTENTS 


SHALL WE CLOSE THE SUNDAY SCHOOLS? 


Ronald C. Doll 


ON THE PRI 
Clarence a. 


SPACE AGE TEACHING 


TrHE BIBLE IN THI 
Milford Sholund 


THE CASE FOR CHRISTIAN DAY SCHOOLS 
Brooke Walker 


ACHING O] 


Roddy 


THEOLOGY 


POOLS 


SUNDAY SCHOOI 


HAS ‘YOUTH FOR CHRIST’ 


V. Raymond Edman 


BIBLI THE 
EUTYCHUS AND HIS KIN 


GROWN UP? 


BOOK OI MONTH: NUMBERS 


A LAYMAN AND HIS FAITH 
EDITORIAI 


Pastors 
NEWS ee ets 
Munich Hosts Ninth DEK] 
Burma Christians Chart Evangelistic Gains 


BOOKS IN 
REVIEW OF ¢ 


and Christian Education 


Cong UTesSs 


REVIEW 


URRENT RELIGIOUS THOUGHT 


Washington 5, D. C. 
umber 23 © August 31, 1959 
KO KG KEKE 
Burcaw, 
Kunrioim, Circulation Manager J. Wate Furron 
Davin E. Kucuarsxy, 
FRANK FARRELL, 


Tom ALLAN 
Cuarwes F. Barr 
Jerry BEAVAN 
TryGveE ByERKRHEIM 
E. M. BrarkLock 
WILHELM Brauer 
A. CLIFrorRD 

Frank CoL_ouHnoun 
L. Davip Cow1e 

R. L. Decker 

Boris DECcORVET 
PETER DE VISSER 
James I. Dickson 
Business Manager W. Harortp FuLLer 


KEKE KEKE KEKE 


r “> R E. 
News Editor g 


Editorial Associate 


GRACE 

. A. HapyIANToni0u 
Sruart Harrison 

T. W. HazLewoop 
LANGDON HENDERLITE 
BENJAMIN HERAS 

D. Koiprrenal 
ErMER F, KRAEMER 
Paut LILIENBERG 
Rosert S. Lurz 

Ben J. Marais 

Don McCriure 

W. A. McGru 

Tom McManan 
Rocer B. McSHane 
Herspert MEKEEL 
Samuset H. Morretrr 
BENJAMIN Moraes 
Davip E. Morxken 
Leon Morais 
Ricuarp K. Morton 
WiL_tiaM MUELLER 
Rozert Boryp MuNGER 
Sripngey W. Murray 
Cuartes V. NAuGLe 
Eurrpipes NICOLAIDES 
J. M. Nicos 

Leroy Nixon 

Joun Novornry 

J. Epwin Orr 

W. Sranrorp Rep 
W. Dayton Rosperts 
J]. Hervey Ross 
BENJAMIN SANTANA 
C. Ratston SMrru 
Geratp B. Smira 
Paut G. STEPHAN 
Jacx STOWELL 

P. N. Tasrantre-Garripo 
Crype W. Tayior 
Pau E. Toms 
Renato Tutt 

Ane C. Van Der Puy 
VancE WEBSTER 
Cary N, Werssicer III 
Faris D. WHIresELt 
Frank T. Woopwarp 
G. Brirtensurc Wuorru 
Invin S. YEAWORTH 


CORRESPONDENTS 


Scotland 
Chicag 
Evangelism at Large 
Norway 
New Zeala 
German) 
Argentina 
England 
Seatt! 
Kansas Cit 
Switzer) 
Grand Rapids 
Form 
West Af 
s Miami 
Philadelp! 
eves Greece 
Peru 
Tor 
Braz 
Sp 
Inx 3 
St. Lou 
Swe ien 
Denver 
South Africa 
The Suc 
Egypt 
Columbia, S. ¢ 
Detroit 
Schenectady 
Korea 
Brazil 
Hong Kong 
Australia 
Jacksonville 
Louisville 
San Francisco 
Ireland 
Allentown, Pa. 
Jordan 
Paris 
New York 
Edmonton 
Evangelism at Large 
Montreal 
Costa Rica 
Mexico 
Puerto Rico 
Oklahoma City 
Minneapolis-St. Paul 
Des Moines 
Philippine Islands 
Venezuela 
Washington, D. C. 
Hawaii 
Italy 
Ecuador 
Eugene, Ore. 
...Pittsburgh 
Chic ago 
ae 
The Netherlands 
Cincinnati 


SSS 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 


OSWALD T. ALLIS 
Way ne, Pa 
STUART BARTON BABBAGI 
Dean of Melbourne, Australia 
G. C. BERKOUWER 
Free University of Amsterdam 
ANDREW W. BLACKWOOD C 
Emeritus, Princeton Theol. Sem. 
ROBERT F. BOYD 
Assembly’s Training 
(Presb. U.S. 
GEOFFREY W. BROMILEY 
Fuller Theol. Sem. 
F. F. BRUCE 
University of Shefield 
GORDON H. CLARK 
Butler University 
F. P. COPLAND SIMMONS 
Andrew’s Presbyterian, London 
EARL L. DOUGLASS 
Princeton, N. J. 
EDWARD L. R. ELSON 
National Presbyterian, Washington 
WILLIAM FITCH 
Knox Presbyterian, 
Cc. DARBY FULTON 
Bd. of World Missions (Presb. U.S.) 
FRANK E. GAEBELEIN 
Stony Brook School 
JOHN H. GERSTNER 
Pittsburgh-Xenia Theol. Sem. 


BILLY GRAHAM 
Montreat, N. C. 


RICHARD C. HALVERSON 
Christian Leadership 
WILLIAM K. HARRISON 
U.S. Army, Retired 
- ADRIAN HEATON 
Eastern Baptist Theol. Sem. 
PHILIP E. HUGHES 
London, England 
NORMAN C. HUNT 
University of Edinburgh 
W. BOYD HUNT 


School 


W. HARRY JELLEMA 

Calvin College 
CLYDE S&S. KILBY 

Wheaton College 
HAROLD B. KUHN 

Asbury Theol. Sem. 
ROBERT J. LAMONT 

First Presbyterian, Pittsburgh 
PIERRE MARCEL 

St. Germain En Laye, France 
DUKE MCCALL 

Southern Baptist Theol. Sem. 
SAMUEL MOFFETT 

Seoul, Korea 
ARTHUR J. MOORE 

Bishop, The Methodist Church 


Toronto 


Southwestern Baptist Theol. Sem. 


J. THEODORE MUELLER 
Concordia Theological Seminary 


ROGER NICOLE 


Edinburgh, 


JAMES G. S. S. THOMSON 
Scotland 


CARY N. WEISIGER III 


Gordon Divinity School Mt. Lebanon U.P., Pittsburgh 


HAROLD JOHN OCKENGA 

Park Street Church, Boston 
STANLEY W. OLSON 

Baylor Univ. College of Medicine 
J. C. POLLOCK 

Templecombe, Somerset, England 
BERNARD RAMM 

California Baptist Theol. Sem. 
PAUL S&S. REES 

Minneapolis, Minn. 


FARIS D. WHITESELL 

Northern Baptist Theol. Sem. 
MAURICE A. P. WOOD 

St. Mary’s Islington, London 
KYLE M. YATES 

Baylor University 


FRED YOUNG 
Central Baptist Theol. Sem. 


Copyright 1959 by Christianity To 


W. STANFORD REID i> en 
McGill University a $5: 
WILLIAM CHILDS ROBINSON $10. 

Columbia Theol. Sem. 
W. E. SANGSTER 
London 
SAMUEL M. SHOEMAKER 
Calvary Episcopal, Pittsburgh 
WILBUR M. SMITH 
Fuller Theol. Sem. 
NED B. STONEHOUSE 
Westminster Theol. Sem. 
JOHN R. W. STOTT 
All Souls Langham P1., London 23, 


R. KENNETH STRACHAN 
Latin America Mission 


Marshall, 


label is the 
pires. 


reads, CHT 


Subscription rates: One 
two years $8; three years 
(Outside 
Canada, $1 per year additional. For- 
eign Subscription 


United States and 


Representative: 


Morgan & Scott, 1-5 Port- 
pool Lane, London E.C.1, England.) 
Subscription Expiration Date: The 
last date in the code line on address 
date subscription ¢x- 
For example, if the code line 


8M7 23Dec3, the 


subscription expires with the Dec. 
1963, issue. 


$5 a year + Single copy, 25 cents 








, To 
One 
years 
and 
, For- 
ative: 
Port- 
and.) 
The 
idress 
1 ex 
>» line 
the 
Dec. 





he most wasted hour in the week.” In these words, 

Wesley Shrader, writing in Life magazine has 
characterized the one hour a week during which a 
minority of Americans receives formal religious in- 
struction. One wonders if even the one hour in 168 
is worthwhile for this purpose. 


A WORK OF WONDERS 


Though the Sunday School seems to limp along, it 
often accomplishes wonders. Only an all-wise God 
could utilize untrained volunteers, meager physical 
facilities, and limited materials to change the course 
of so many lives. Handicaps that would stagger the 
secular educator meet the underprepared but faith- 
filled teacher and superintendent, and the Lord gets 
for himself and us the victory. The truly dedicated 
teacher feels that time is so short for the learning of 
so much important content that the Sunday School 
hour should provide the most challenging, fruitful 
experience of the whole week. 


THE DEMAND OF THE TIMES 


Today, Sunday Schools should and must offer experi- 
ences that are unique. When William Wordsworth 
wrote, in the early nineteenth century, “the world is 
too much with us,” he knew less than half the secular 
pressures of the century to come. Over a span of several 
generations, our whole society has grown increasingly 
secular. American social institutions are bent on doing 
good to man without reference to the Eternal. Two 
objectives actually dominate our lives: acquiring more 
and more material possessions, and seeking the ultimate 
in pleasure. Many nominal Christians, young and old, 
live from Sunday to Sunday without contact with the 
things of Christ. In the day schools, activities are 
highly secularized, except for concessions to five care- 
fully-rationed verses from the Old Testament, a mum- 
bling of the Lord’s Prayer, and an occasional pantheistic 


Ronald C. Doll is Professor of Education in New York Uni- 


versity. He holds the B.A., M.A. and Ed.D. from Columbia 
University. Co-author of Organizing for Curriculum Improve- 
ment (Teachers College, Columbia University) and The Art 
of Communicating (Macmillan), he has held positions as 
teacher, principal, superintendent and curriculum consultant. 


Shall We Close the Sunday Schools? 
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assembly program designed neither to stimulate nor to 
offend. A popular superstition, shared by many evan- 
gelicals, holds that an insidious Fu-Manchu of educa- 
tion named John Dewey has dominated our public 
schools and fathered atheism in them. Those of us 
who have worked in several public school systems and 
have visited a good many others know that Dewey's 
influence, both in “progressive teaching” and in secu- 
larization of the schools, is almost negligible. Sanely 
progressive teaching stems primarily from what God 
has permitted us to know about the nature and nurture 
of children, and about the ways in which people of all 
ages learn most effectively. Secularization has occurred 
precisely because we have wanted it. 


THE EVANGELICAL OUTLOOK 


To fill a great spiritual void, we need evangelical Sun- 
day Schools. The superior Sunday School of evangeli- 
cal persuasion does much more than teach hero stories 
of the Bible, impart ethics and morals, and develop 
human relations skills. It uses as its cornerstone the 
Word of God; then it convicts young and old of their 
need of Christ as personal Saviour; and thirdly it stim- 
ulates consistent growth in the Christian life and ex- 
perience of the pupil. 

Numerous Sunday Schools do not qualify in these 
respects. Bible stories that are taught have the aspect 
of “cunningly devised fables.” The ethical and moral 
standards which teachers inculcate suggest merely that 
it pays to be nice. Usually, they neglect to develop in 
their pupils sufficient understanding of the plan of 
salvation and a corresponding gratefulness to God for 
the means of grace. Sunday Schools that pervert their 
function should go the way of other decadent institu- 
tions. They supply little that is not already supplied 
by humanistic enterprises elsewhere in our society. If 
their major objective is to develop additional smiling, 
pleasant heathen, with whom our civilization is already 
crowded, they should let better-equipped and better- 
organized agencies serve this objective. If they place 
heavy reliance on the biographies of biblical and church 
heroes, they should examine research data which sug- 
gest that teaching biographies of the great may have 
relatively little effect on the behavior of learners. 
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CHRISTIANITY TODAY 


What, then, are some of the main features of effec- 
tive, spiritually-oriented Sunday Schools? 

1. Really effective Sunday Schools are staffed with 
genuine Christians who have been carefully selected 
and introduced to their work. The most vital element 
in the teaching process is the teacher. Sunday School 
teachers, who are ordained to a special task, should be 
selected with an eye to their own spiritual experience 
and beliefs, to their basic understanding of their teach- 
ing assignment, and to their probable adaptability in 
dealing with the age group with which they will work. 
Once assigned, the new teacher needs help in both 
individual and group settings so that he may grow in 
service. Because of increased volunteering by’ teacher 
candidates, Sunday Schools can be more selective in 
their choice of teachers than they could have been 20 
years ago. 

2. The best Sunday Schools base their teaching on 
the Bible, for they seek always to convince pupils of 
their need of Christ as Saviour. No other institution 
or organization is prepared to teach consistently the 
Christian verities. Because this is true, no Sunday 
School and no series of curriculum materials for use 
in Sunday Schools should dilute the concentrated Gos- 
pel message. 

3. The most effective Sunday Schools teach cizarly 
and repeatedly the plan of salvation. How many mem- 
bers of Protestant churches have experienced the new 
birth? Is the fraction nearer one tenth or one twentieth 
of the total membership? One wonders whether either 
the pulpit or the Sunday School has thus tar begun to 
fulfill its major responsibility. Surely the pupils in our 
Sunday Schools should be reminded as often as pos- 
sible, and in as many different ways, of the plan of 
salvation. 

4. The best Sunday Schools recognize that their most 
significant aim is improvement in the value structure 
of the individual. Teaching about the Scriptures is 
relatively easy. Helping the individual to reorient his 
values through use of the Scriptures so that all things 
have indeed become new is much more difficult. Sun- 
day School teachers should be intensely aware of the 
power of God to change lives. They should also be 
helped to convert the findings of secular educators 
about the process of valuing and re-valuing to the 
special purposes of Christian education. 

5. Teachers in the effective Sunday School plan their 
work carefully. For adequate planning, teachers need 
to know their specific objectives, week by week. Rather 
than teaching too much at a time, which results in 
superficial teaching and learning, they should limit 
their subject matter, striving to make it as meaningful 
as possible. 

6. Teachers in the best Sunday Schools vary their 
teaching procedures. They know that listening and 
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reciting, the two commonest activities in Sunday 
Schools, often represent a low order of learning. By 
experience it has been found that audio-visual aids 
and pupil participation, to mention two very general 
categories of method, do indeed assist the learning of 
the world’s most important curriculum content. 

7. Teachers in the best of Sunday Schools seek prac- 
tical applications of the precepts they teach. One of the 
major criticisms of the Sunday School has been a 
failure to help pupils put into action throughout the 
week the spiritual truths they have discussed abstractly 
on Sunday. More of our weekly assignments should 
begin with the words, “Suppose we try this week to 
show our love (or patience, or honesty) in these situa 
tions: . . . Next week, let's report how we've done.” 
Correspondingly, fewer assignments would then begin 
with the fact-directed interrogatives, Why? When? 
Where? More assignments would begin with the ex- 
pressions, Why? and What would happen if . . .? 

8. Teachers in effective Sunday Schools maintain 
warm, friendly relationships with their pupils, and 
with their pupils’ families. Often, the best Sunday 
School teaching is informal. The glowing personalities 
of Christian adults then come into contact with the 
growing personalities of individuals who are spiritually 
less mature. In this climate of friendship, the teacher 
tries to encourage self-discipline in his pupils. He also 
stimulates independent thinking and a sense of free 
dom within a context of divine authority. The teacher's 
relationship with the home is crucial in securing co- 
operation in the spiritual growth of children. 

9. Teachers in effective Sunday Schools evaluate the 
results of their work. Sunday School teachers have too 
often assumed that their own and their pupils’ efforts 
were bearing fruit. But the alert teacher will ask him 
self, “How do I know how well we have succeeded in 
our work?” Then he will devise questions and activities 
to evaluate, both formally and informally, progress 
to date. Most questions and activities should test the 
learning of major ideas and concepts rather than mem 
orization of simple facts. 

10. Effective Sunday Schools supply their teachers 
with the best in materials. Broadly conceived, this 
statement refers to teaching aids and materials of all 
kinds. In impoverished churches, it means quarterlies 
secured from publishing houses. Some of these and 
other aids are obviously not evangelical, and sometimes 
the evangelical ones are of poor educational quality. 
However, one of the gratifying developments of the 
past 10 years has been steady improvement in the 
quality of basic materials. 

11. The most effective Sunday Schools provide a 
program of in-service education for their teachers. 
Teaching, for the ablest of personnel, is a complex 
act; hence, even the most competent of teachers need 
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help. Certainly inexperienced, volunteer teachers need 
a special long-term program of in-service education to 
build their competencies to the maximum. 


THE SPIRITUAL PRIORITIES 


In view of the purpose of the Sunday School, the most 
important of the preceding eleven features are the 
spiritual ones. Any Sunday School that has the first 
three features serves, at least in a limited way, a func- 
tion that is fulfilled by no other organization in our 
society. The degree to which a Sunday School pos- 
sesses the remaining eight determines, in large part, the 
effectiveness of its teaching ministry. 

Findings in individual and social psychology, as well 
as in the other social sciences, have confirmed the worth 
of Jesus’ own methods of teaching. When amateurs 
in education attack these methods in books and articles, 
they are attacking wisdom higher than their own. What 
did Jesus do in his role as Master Teacher? He dealt 
personally with individuals (e.g., John 4: 7:26). He 
started with people where they were and moved them 
patiently to new stages in their development (e.g., his 
dealings with Simon Peter). He encouraged problem 
solving (e.g., Matt. 16: 13-20). He let his learners 
develop the questions and ideas that led to teaching 
incidents (e.g., Mark 9: 17-29). He encouraged learn- 
ing by doing (e.g., Matt. 14: 25-31). He sometimes 
taught by action rather than by words (e.g., John 
8: 6-9). 

In addition, of course, Jesus did many things that 
good teachers do today. He taught informally. He 
gave learners full opportunity for decision-making. He 
emphasized inner motivation as opposed to outward 
acts. He urged practical demonstration and application 
of what had been learned. And above all, he sought 
fundamental change in systems of values. 

To Sunday School teachers one may say, “Try to 
follow the high, hard road of the Master. If you try, 
no one can legitimately ask, ‘Shall we close the Sunday 
Schools?’” A pioneer in Christian education, Clarence 
H. Benson, has said: “If the Gospel is from God, why 
is it not more effective? Well, there is nothing wrong 
with the Sower, who is the Son of God, or the Seed, 
which is the Word of God. The difficulty lies in the 
soil, and in the sowing of the Seed, which has been 
intrusted to the teacher’s hands. . . . It takes time and 
patience to press beyond the mind and reach the soul 
and spirit of the individual. Only as the teacher thus 
approaches his task is there any assurance that the 
good Seed will not only get down into the soil, but 
also will have a resurrection in a transformed and 
fruitful life” (The Christian Teacher, Chicago, Moody 
Press, £950, p. 7). 

It would be a sad day for America if the Sunday 
School should close its doors. END 
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On the 
Preaching of 
Theology 


CLARENCE S. RODDY 


Ff" the past several decades the Church has shown 
a growing interest in theology and, with that 
interest, an increasing demand that theology occupy 
a larger place in the content of the preacher's message. 
This new interest is not confined alone to those who 
have always insisted upon the value of rightly dividing 
the Word of Truth, but is found among those who 
have disparaged creeds and theology for more than a 
generation. 

The realization that the whole fabric of a moral 
civilization hangs upon something more than the pro- 
nouncements of ethical codes is being forced upon the 
consciousness of the Church by the tragic failure of a 
message devoid of theology to construct either a spir- 
itual Church or a moral society. Chaos faces the 
world; disintegration confronts the Church. The bank- 
ruptcy of man is driving the Church away from Athens 
to Jerusalem, from rationalism to revelation. “What 
saith the Lord?” This is the growing cry of the hour! 


THE NECESSITY OF THEOLOGY 


As we survey the situation we are confronted imme- 
diately with the fact that theology is a necessity. The 
structure of the human mind demands it. The mind 
by which we apprehend truth demands thought, and 
by thought we mean systematic thought. God made 
man a rational creature; therefore he must think. 
The attempt to divorce man’s religious life from his 
reasoning nature is an absurdity. This is proved by 
those who decry creeds. In their denial of creeds they 
Clarence S. Roddy is Professor of homiletics at Fuller Theo- 
logical Seminary in Pasadena, California. Formerly Professor 


of English Bible at Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
he has served as Pastor of the First Baptist Church, Portland. 
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are compelled by logical necessity to announce a creed. 
“I do not believe in creeds” is but an afhirmation of 
belief (which is a creed) in a negative form. It could 
be stated, “I believe creeds are not worth holding.” 
But theology and creeds will cease to be only when 
man ceases to be man. Those who say “it makes no 
difference what you believe” give expression to the 
poverty of their own thinking, and are really guilty 


Can it be that 


with some this is but a subterfuge to cover their oppo- 


of contradicting their own natures. 


sition to Christian truth and their unwillingness to 
submit to the will of Jesus Christ? 

Is it not strange that men will recognize the place 
of the physical and psychical sciences in life, but at- 
tempt to rule out the one science necessary to unify 
and give meaning to all knowledge—even the science 
fall into that error 
by slighting theology in our preaching. Let us not 
forget that among the sciences theology is still queen. 


of God? Let us not unconsciously f 


Theology is an absolute necessity in the development 
of character. For character is determined by ethical and 
spiritual ideas. “As a man thinketh in his heart so is 
he” is adamantine certainty. As the ancient quatrain 
sings it: 

Sow a thought and we reap an act. 

Sow an act and we reap a habit. 

Sow a habit and we reap a character. 

Sow a character and we reap a destiny. 
Che logic is faultless. Thought is the prime factor, the 
inaugurator of life’s destiny. 

To live morally one must have some knowledge of 
right and wrong. To exercise faith in God one must 
have some knowledge of him. To accept Jesus Christ as 
Saviour and Lord one must know something about him. 


THE HEART OF THEOLOGY 


While there are many theologies (for men do think 
about God), we are concerned only with Christian 
theology. This we find in the written Word and su- 
pre mely in the One who is the living Word which was 
with God and is God, even Jesus C hrist our Lord. 
[here is such a vast range of truth in the Christian 
revelation that we must find the central and unifying 
All truth finds its 


Our idea of God conditions 


idea which is the doctrine of God. 
meaning and unity there. 
and determines all of life. From the values of human 
nature to the ethics of vivisection, from the modes of 
worship to the attitudes toward murder, from the value 
of sacrifice to the morality of a church bazaar — our 
thought will be conditioned by our idea of God. 

\s the idea of God is theology’s dominant note, the 


point of its clearest revelation becomes the central place 


of our preaching. That point we find in the person 
and work of our Lord Jesus Christ. Again we are faced 
with such a wealth of truth that we must seek the 
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nub of it all. Where does Christ give to us his supreme 
revelation of God? The answer is always the Cross. 
There the Beloved wrought out our redemption, in his 
precious blood, and in so doing gave us the clearest 
possible revelation of the mind and heart and will of 
God. Our theology, therefore, must be Cross-centered. 
Our preaching must be Cross-centered. Our living must 
be Cross-centered. Let us preach all phases of Chris- 
tian truth, but let us never forget to make the Cross 
our center and circumference, our Alpha and Omega. 
Such preaching will always possess sanity and balance, 
and will result in permanent fruit. “God forbid that | 
should glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ” 


(Gal. 6:14). 
PREACHING THEOLOGY 


Having seen the necessity for theology, and having dis- 
covered the heart of theology, the question arises: how 
shall we preach it? 

As to method, I would suggest that one might follow 
the example of Dale of Birmingham and deliberately 
and directly preach labeled doctrinal messages. A series 
of sermons on the great ideas of the Church, such as 
God, Christ, the Holy Spirit, sin, repentance, faith, 
man, atonement, regeneration, sanctification, the Sec- 
ond Coming, heaven and hell, cannot fail to bless 
both the preacher and the people. 

Such an orderly presentation is of greater value than 
the hit or miss system, or rather lack of system, of 
mentioning one of these subjects now and then in any 
kind of sermon. Such preaching of doctrine harmonizes 
with the principles of teaching, conforming to the laws 
under which the mind operates. Moreover, our people 
ought to know the biblical meaning of those great 
terms. Today there is too flimsy a use of those great 
words. This is due in large measure to a careless dis- 
regard for the logical principles of definition. The result 
has been vagueness in thought with resultant confusion 
in living. Positive living can only arise from positive 
preaching, and that can only come from clear appre 
hension of truth, which is the result of clear thinking. 
Therefore, let us “gird up the loins of our mind,” 
meditate within the eternal truth, and preach doctrinal 
sermons. 

Some may prefer the technique Phillips Brooks mas- 
tered, namely, the preaching of doctrine without label- 
ing it, or saturating a sermon with theology. In his 
immortal lectures on preaching he concludes his analy- 
sis of the weakness of nondoctrinal sermons with these 
burning words: 


The truth is no preaching ever had any strong power that 
was not preaching of doctrine. The preachers that have 
moved and held men have always preached doctrine. No ex- 
hortation to a good life that does not put behind it some truth 
as deep as eternity can seize and hold the conscience. Preach 
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doctrine, preach all the doctrine that you know, and learn 
forever more; but preach it always, not that men may believe 
it, but that men may be saved by believing it. 

Another method, expository preaching, which many 
believe is the ideal, possesses the values of the former 
minus its weaknesses. Such pulpit masters as Donne, 
Maclaren, and Morgan considered it the ideal. One 
thing of which we may be certain is this: it is impos- 
sible to expound the Word apart from the preaching of 
doctrine. Were we to have a generation of thoughtful, 
expository preaching, it would change the character of 
the Church. What a pity we have neglected such 
preaching in our American pulpit, and what a price we 
have paid on account of it. _ 

Let us consider also the manner in which we should 
preach theology. 

We must preach with vision. Vision is not foresight 
nor hindsight, but seeing the Invisible. “The things 
of the Spirit of God are spiritually discerned.” 

We must preach with conviction. Conviction is 
power. Conviction is life. We have too many opinions 
and too few convictions. Opinions are valuable but 
they never started, sustained. or consummated a moral 
conflict. Even right opinions fall short of life. Nothing 
is so dead as a dead orthodoxy. Opinions may be still- 
born convictions. They may be emerging convictions. 
Conviction is the reaction of the whole personality to 
an idea. Conceived in the mind and grasped by the 
heart, it issues forth into life in the dynamics of the 
will. Convictions are tyrannical, imperious, imperative. 
Not I may, but I must, is the logic of conviction. We 
may hold opinions, but we may not hold convictions. 
They hold us! 

We must preach doctrine with passion. Without holy 
feeling the preaching of theology is a perilous and dan- 
gerous undertaking. Preaching apart from passion is 
worthless. Anyone who can think upon the great 
themes concerning God and the redemptive work of 
Jesus Christ and not be stirred in the depths of his 
soul has no place in the Christian pulpit. This is no 
plea for clamor and ranting; misbehavior of that sort 
grieves the Holy Spirit and is an impertinence to sin- 
cere emotion. Holy emotion under the control of the 
Holy Spirit may be revealed by the quiet speech of 
S. D. Gordon, or the majestic eloquence of Brooks; by 
the tranquil beauty of Jowett, or the blazing fire of 
Sunday. 

Let us awaken to the awful solemnity of our calling, 
and with eyes fixed upon that 

. . » Sacred Head, now wounded, 
With grief and shame weigh’d down, 
Now scornfully surrounded 

With thorns, Thine only crown, 


let us preach as dying men to dying men the Word of 
God. 


END 
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Space Age 
Teaching Tools 


he world of today differs greatly from the world 

of St. Paul. Man, an earthbound traveler on foot 
20 centuries ago, is covering distances at speeds greater 
than sound. With rockets and missiles now exploring 
outer space, Paul at one time was having difficulty 
sailing in a wooden ship safely to Rome. 

Man-power and horse-power have given way to the 
power of atoms and nuclear fission. With modern 
equipment one person can do the work done by thou- 
sands in Paul’s day. Epistles, laboriously written on 
parchment and delivered weeks later by personal mes- 
sengers, have been superseded by communications 
media delivering messages across continents in seconds. 


THE HUMAN FACTOR 


All these advancements do not mean that man him- 
self has improved and become morally better. He is still 
the same sinner, in need of the same Saviour of whom 
Paul preached. And the basic purpose and program of 
the Christian Church still flows from Christ’s com- 
mand: “Go ye therefore, and teach.” 

It is in preaching and teaching the unchanging 
truth of sin and the Saviour in a constantly changing 
world that the Christian Church finds its great chal- 
lenge. To meet this challenge effectively, the Church 
has in each age made use of improved media of trans- 
portation and communication. Through the centuries, 
God has been with his Christians, as he has promised, 
to provide the necessary tools with which men might 
carry out the Great Commission. 

For the early Christian Church, God provided a 
common world language. He used the Roman Empire 
to develop a highway and sea route system which was 
greatly advanced for that day. At the end of the dark 
and sleepy Middle Ages, God provided the printing 
press so that it was ready when the Reformation came. 
Today the car, the train, and the airplane are being 
used to speed the Word of God to all the world. 

God has also provided special teaching tools for 
an age that is complicated, confused, and complacent. 
Radio and television are being used to tell the good 
news of salvation across land and sea. With multi- 
color printing presses, God has given us a whole kitfull 
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of new and powerful teaching tools of audio-visual aids 
which include the slide, the filmstrip, motion picture, 
tape recorder, and record player. Thus, as radio and 
are being used to reach the masses, audio- 
visual materials are helping the local church consolidate 
the gains, 


television 
and train the children, youth and adults 
placed within its care. 


THE AUDIO-VISUAL AIDS 


In industry, government, science and public schools, 
slides and filmstrips, motion pictures, and tape record 
ers, three-dimensional pictures and record players are 


being used as never before. Without audio-visual ma 


terials these units in our society could not function 
effectively. The age of space requires the use of space 
age teaching tools. 

Specialists in the field of Christian education have 
come to see the value of audio-visual methods and ma 
terials in teaching. And alert teachers are seeking to 
produce teaching situations in which the pupil will 
respond with interest, participation, and experimenta- 
tion. It is audio-visual teaching, the appeal to the eye 
and ear, that bridges between teacher and pupils. 

Nonprojected audio-visual aids have been in use for 
many years. Object lessons are as old as the art of 
teaching. Fifty years ago specialists were demonstr: iting 
than 


that a child learns more through “the eye gate” 


“the ear gate,” through bl sckboard Jlustrations. maps, 


charts and diagrams. These, they said, illuminated 


what might otherwise be abstract teaching. Reproduc- 
tions of biblical art in full color made lasting educa- 
tional impressions. The action picture strip, so familiar 
were utilized to 
tell Bible stories or deal with life problems. And phono- 


in comic supplements and magazines, 


graph recordings added music and drama, an emo- 


tional thrust, to story telling or teaching situations. 


USE OF THE PROJECTOR 
held 


that the greatest interest is now being shown. Tremen- 


It is, however, in the projected visual aids 
dous progress has been made since the discovery of the 
opaque projector or the old-fashioned stereopticon. Par- 
ticularly effective is the combination of projected film 
strips with phonographic narration. The large picture 
makes it possible for a whole class or audience to see 
the same picture at the same time. The teacher, always 
in control of the program, may introduce his special 
interpretation of the pictures, and questions may be 
raised by the pupils. In no way does a teacher abdicate 
his position in favor of a mechanical device; rather he 
uses the device to achieve his ends. 

The motion picture adds the dramatic element of 
motion and action whereby the viewer is transported 


to the actual time and place of the lesson experience. 


Sound film adds dialogue and sets the mood through 
Se 
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music or other sound. The fusion of sight and sound 
are tremendously effective for intellectual and emo- 
tional response. Distinctly educational films may show 
social situations illustrating need for Christian action. 
Or they may serve as vocational guidance. Others may 
demonstrate how to lead a worship service, teach a class 
or conduct a Vacation Bible School. In fact, the pos- 
sible use of films and film strips is almost endless. 

While some churches are utilizing the latest and 
best in visual aids, most educational leaders are failing 
to take full advantage of them. Part of the problem 
is the availability of sufficient quantity, quality, and 
variety of aids when needed. Production, distribution, 
and projection equipment are involved here; however, 
so much progress has been made in recent years by 
suppliers that it can be said responsibility for failure 
to use audio-visual aids in religious education lies 
chiefly with the churches and church schools. 


PUTTING TOOLS TO WORK 


Aggressive steps must be taken to put the power ol 
the projected picture to work. Complacency at both 
the national and local church level must be replaced 
with the development of proper methods for better use. 

Local pastors and teachers should learn how to use 
the projected picture in the local church program. 
Capable audio-visual aid directors should be added to 
church-school staffs. 

Writers of Sunday School lessons should become 
better acquainted with teaching methods that involve 
projected pictures. 
and _ correlate 


Editors might do well to integrate 
materials with 
other helps in lesson manuals and teachers’ guides. 


available audio-visual 
Colleges and seminaries should introduce courses 
that deal specifically with the application of audio- 
visual materials in church programs. National and local 
church budgets should include the best in audio-visual 
tools. Very few churches have a regular audio-visual 
aids budget, and many of these budgets are totally in- 
adequate for the purpose intended. Industry and gov- 
ernment find it worthwhile to invest huge sums of 
money in the development of this sort of thing. One 
wonders why the Church cannot see its value also. 


TEACHING PROGRAM PRIMARY 


The teaching program of the church is primary. The 
Christian re has the greatest of all missions. Cer- 
tainly, then, every God-given teaching tool should be 
brought into the service of the Christian Church. 
Throughout the ages God has provided the necessary 
means of communication for his Church to carry out 
his commands. In our day the power of audio-visual 
aids should be fostered widely in the preaching and 
teaching of “all things whatsoever he has commanded.” 
The Church must meet this challenge. END 
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The Bible in the Sunday School 


MILFORD 


A is not well in America’s most cherished religious 
institution—the Sunday School. The message of 
the Holy Scriptures is devitalized by teachers who are 
victims of competitive forces in the field of Christian 
education. Pastors and leaders need to examine the 
place and use of the Bible in their Sunday schools. 

Statistical interests are more compelling than spir- 
itual values. A common question is, “How many did 
you have in Sunday School today?” The inquiry is 
not, “Did Johnny relate himself to Jesus Christ through 
his study of the Bible?” 

Organization, administration and methods are being 
fostered ahead of the spiritual, abiding influences of a 
dedicated teacher in whom Christ is seen. 

Secular influences are at work in the Sunday Schools 
robbing the pupils of the privileges of learning to know 
the Bible that will make them wise unto salvation by 
faith in Jesus Christ. A student can go through Sunday 
School with honors for perfect attendance for 10 years 
and still not be able to use the Bible effectively for his 
daily life. 


GROWTH AND DECLINE 


There is a paradox in the Sunday school. While the 
movement continues to grow in enrollment (recent 
estimates place the national enrollment over 41,000,000 
scholars) many quarters reflect a deterioration in the 
quality of Sunday School teaching. There are many 
factors that account for the problems. Sunday School 
work is not as simple as it may appear to many people. 
Actually, the Sunday School is a complex product of 
many forces. Some of these pressures have historical, 
theological, educational, and practical implications. 
Throughout the 180 years of Sunday School move- 
ment, the Bible has been popularized and neglected. 
In order to understand and appreciate the place of the 
Bible and the problem of teaching it today, we must 
consider the development of curriculum. 


Milford Sholund is Director of Biblical and Educational 


Research for Gospel Light Publications. He holds the Th.B. 
from Western Baptist Seminary, B.A. from Wheaton College, 
and M.Ed. from National College of Education, Evanston, 
Illinois. Formerly he was Dean of Education and Associate 
Professor of Christian Education in Trinity Seminary, Chicago. 





SHOLUND 


The Sunday School movement has enjoyed unprece- 
dented development in the United States. Started 
by Robert Raikes in 1780 in Gloucester, England, the 
Sunday School idea flourished in the Colonies. John 
Wesley did much to foster schools in America. 

The earliest Sunday Schools included secular sub- 
jects in the program. Reading, writing, simple arith- 
metic besides the catechism and the Bible were taught. 

As the number of public schools increased and 
assumed the function of teaching secular subjects, the 
Sunday Schools became distinctly religious. 


USE OF THE BIBLE 


By 1820 the Bible supplanted the catechism as the 
essential text in the Sunday Schools. There were sev- 
eral factors for this change in content. The English 
evangelical movement of the eighteenth century placed 
great emphasis on the Scriptures. There was a wide- 
spread zeal in the Sunday Schools for Bible reading 
and memorization. 

The disorganized use of the Bible in haphazard mem 
orization led to the development of the greatest single 
asset and liability to the Sunday School movement— 
namely, the printing of lesson aids as a supplement to 
the Scriptures themselves. 

Of the printing of Sunday School materials since 
1820, there has been no end. The earliest publications 
were Closely associated with Scripture portions but the 
lesson system developed order out of chaos. 

There was much competition among writers and 
publishers to provide “the auxiliaries” or “some substi- 
tute” to help the teachers. Albert Judson developed 
“A Series of Questions on the Selected Scripture Les- 
sons for Sunday Schools.” A rival system known as 
“A New Series of Questions on the Selected Scripture 
Lessons for Sabbath Schools” came from a Sunday 
School superintendent in Princeton, New Jersey. 

Again the Bible faced neglect. It was only a matter 
of time until the “quarterly” and “Sunday School ma- 
terials” took precedence. The place and use of the 
Bible itself was soon smothered by the development 
of competitive materials. 

Frank Lankard in his authoritative volume, A His- 
tory of the American Sunday School Curriculum writes 
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of a semi-biblical commentary to be used by teachers 
in the Sunday School. There were lessons on the Bible, 
Canon, Inspiration, Division of the Sacred Scriptures, 
Meaning of Testament, Languages Used, Translations, 
and The Reason the Book Was Given to Man. 

The introduction of extra-biblical materials into the 
Sunday School curriculum began to compete with 
The next 40 years (1830-1870) was 


peri xd of turmoil. 


biblical materials. 
The lessons were material-cen- 
tered. The growth and needs of the pupils in relation- 
ship to Scripture was neglected. Out of this confusion, 


efforts were made to improve the curriculum. 


A TEACHING MINISTRY 


[here was a growing awareness among leaders that the 
Sunday School was more than an assembly of pupils. 
[he Sunday School was to be conceived as a teaching 
ministry by the local church. The appreciation of the 
differences in abilities and interests among pupils of 
divergent ages was hardly significant. The child was 
still considered a “miniature adult.” Before the time 
should come when the child would be “in the midst of 
them,” the leaders conceived of the International Uni- 
form Lessons. This is a type of lesson in which the 
same text is to be studied by all ages, children and 
adults, on a given Sunday. 

Giants in the Sunday School movement finally 
agreed on a principle of developing lesson materials 
At the Fifth Na- 
tional Sunday School Convention (1872) in Indianap- 
olis, the delegates enthusiastically accepted the Uni- 
form system of lessons. Secretary Warren Randolph 
later wrote: “These lessons are largely in use through- 
out our land by Methodists, Presbyterians, Baptists, 
Episcopalians, Congregationalists, Lutherans, Moravi- 
members of the Reformed Churches, 
Adventists—a mighty host, to be enumerated only by 
millions. 


selected from the Bible as a whole. 


ans, Friends, 


RISE OF GRADED LESSONS 


This enthusiasm for the Uniform Lesson system was 
challenged by leaders who were dissatisfied by lessons 
of the 


The scientific method was 


that ignored the interests, needs, and abilities 
pupils of various ages. 
beginning to impinge upon the Sunday School move- 
ment. There was a great deal of agitation to experi- 
ment with methods of instruction designed to help the 
pupil understand the relationship of the lesson to his 
life. There was a tendency to challenge the idea of 
“teaching the lesson.” Why not “teach the pupil”? 
A leader in general education at the turn of the 
century was eager to take up the cudgel in behalf of 
the pupil. The experimenter was Dr. William H. 
Harper, first president of the University of Chicago. 


Dr. Harper was elected superintendent of the Hyde 
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Park Baptist Church in Chicago in 1899. He was 
assured by the church that he would have freedom 
to direct the Sunday School as he pleased. The first 
Sunday he dismissed all the teachers and pupils from 
the school. The following Sunday the pupils were 
re-enrolled and teachers were assigned to their classes. 
The organization of the school was closely graded. 

Dr. Harper led his staff in the preparation of “appro- 
priate” materials for each grade. The principal purpose 
ot the school was to serve the pupils. 

The crusade for grading had many supporters. A 
principal leader was Mrs. J. W. Barnes who advocated 
the principle that the general purpose of the “Graded 
Lessons” is: “To meet the spiritual needs of the pupil 
in every stage of his development.” An evaluation of 
this effort at that time indicates a heavy reception for 
the idea that extra-biblical materials were worthy of a 
place in the Sunday School curriculum. Thus, a 13 
year-old pupil should study religious heroes of North 
America such as Roger Williams and Francis Asbury 
along with David and Elijah of the Old Testament. 

The impact of the contemporary theories of science, 
education, and liberal theology had so fascinated the 
builders of Sunday School curricula that they prac- 
tically eliminated the Bible from a significant place in 
their planning. By 1922, the year the International 
Council of Religious Education was formed, thousands 
of Sunday Schools had lost the message of redemption 
based on the Word of God. Methodology was a domi- 
nant concern. The Bible was secondary except in the 
camp of those who held steadfastly to the evangelical 
Christian faith. 

One detender of the Scriptures was a Presbyterian 
minister, Clarence B. Benson, who refused to capitulate 
to the trend of the times. He insisted that the heart 
of the curriculum must be the Bible. He had a ready 
field for experimenting with his ideas in the slums of 
Chicago near the Moody Bible Institute where he 
served as director of the department of Christian Edu 
cation. Dr. Benson lived to see the day when the 
Bible-centered materials were gaining g ground. 

Two thousand miles away in Hollyw walt in the midst 
of the ‘ ” another Presbyterian, Miss 
Henrietta C. Mears, was proving that the Bible taught 
in language that the pupils can understand builds 
better ‘Sunday Schools. She prepared closely-graded 
Bible teaching materials that attracted thousands to 
the local Sunday School. The enrollment jumped in 
two years from 400 pupils in 1927 to 4,200 in 1929. 

The Word of God was vindicated in schools through- 
out America. Perceptive leaders had a growing con- 
cern that biblical issues dividing Protestantism were 
also dividing the Sunday School movement. Local 
churches were increasingly exercising the right to 
choose materials producing results in Bible teaching. 


‘Roaring Twenties’ 
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The Sunday School movement was suffering from a 
schizophrenic frustration—a desire to be modern and 
a desire to teach the Bible. There was no alternative. 
The split was inevitable. The promoters of educational 
methodology in the Sunday School tried to salve the 
conscience of their constituency by jargon which 
sounded reliable, but a close examination of curriculum 
materials indicated that liberalism, neo-orthodoxy, 
higher criticism, the social gospel, naturalistic educa- 
tional theories and the like had so emasculated the use 
of the Bible that the Sunday Schools were spiritually 
ineffective. 

In contrast, the denominational and independent 
publishers who threw their lot with a “Bible-centered” 
philosophy found a ready response for their literature 
from millions of common people and thousands of local 
Sunday Schools in all denominations. 

Enormous sums of money have been invested by 
producers of Sunday School materials. The contrast 
between the drab “quarterlies” of 50 years ago and the 
modern format, multicolored, functional styles of Sun- 
day School books today is astonishing. But appearances 
are superficial. The test of the literature lies in the 
place and use of the Bible. Does the teacher get into 
the Scriptures to learn Christ of whom they speak? 
Are the students required to use the Bible so that they 
will become wise unto salvation by faith in Jesus 
Christ and effective examples of Christian living? Too 
often the answer to these inquiries leaves men and 
women of discerning hearts with difficult choices. Sun- 
day School materials that once could be trusted are now 
suspect. What shall be used for teaching aids? 

From the great variety of Sunday School materials 
which are available to local churches today, who is 
responsible for screening the “wheat” from the “tares”? 
What criteria should be used for the evaluation of 
materials? 

The primary responsibility rests upon the shoulders 
of the pastor. He is the educational leader of the Sun- 
day School and the local church. The pastor is the 
master teacher; he is the voice of God leading the 
congregation. He must answer to God for the teaching 
ministry of the church. The criteria for his judgments 
must be the Scripture. 

As the pastor goes, so goes the Sunday School. The 
wise pastor will recognize that the Sunday School offers 
the greatest single opportunity for the church to teach 
the Word and to reach the community with the Gospel. 

The issue is clear. In the maze of competing forces, 
the pastor must decide what his volunteer teachers 
will teach precious souls in the framework of 60 min- 
utes on Sunday morning. They cannot teach every- 
thing. The challenge comes to the pastor to show more 
concern for this problem and to become competent to 
fulfill his divinely-appointed task. END 
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The Case for 
Christian 
Day Schools 


BROOKE WALKER 


he growing dissatisfaction in our cultural milieu 

with the presuppositions, policies, and practices of 
the American public school system raises a question of 
some importance: “Who has the right to educate—the 
family, the State, or the Church?” 

Within contemporary Lutheranism two approaches 
towards an answer to this problem may be discerned. 
One affirms that the family, as the basic (core) unit 
of society, has the right to educate or to delegate this 
right to the State or Church. The other says that each 
order of creation (family, Church, State) has a right 
to educate, and that each receives this right directly 
from God (that is, there is no delegation from one 
order to another). 

However, it must be asserted that in either case no 
“right” to educate can exist without some corresponding 
responsibility in the sight of God to educate as he de- 
sires. The formula, “no rights without responsibilities,” 
holds true for all the so-called “rights” of man. This 
means that neither family, Church, or State has the 
right to educate unless such education presupposes and 
points to God as Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. 
What then does this imply? It implies three things: 

1. The family as the basic order of creation normally 
exercises the dominant influence on a child for at least 
the first five years of life. But in our extremely complex 
and technological world the family is generally inade- 
quate for the task of preparation for citizenship in the 
two kingdoms. Most parents are simply unqualified to 
instruct their children in these matters. And the few 
Brooke Walker holds the BA. degree from Columbia Univer- 
sity and is a graduate of Philadelphia Lutheran Seminary. 
He is seeking ordination in the United Lutheran Church. 
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who are so qualified may not have the time nor the 
inclination. Therefore the Church and community 
must play a role in education. 

2. The Church has received a mandate from its 
Lord to teach all nations. It dare not ignore or alter 
this responsibility. The only variable in this task of the 
Church is the form which its education may take. 

3. The community (State) may have a right to edu- 
cate or to supervise edueation (by insuring that mini- 
mum standards of facilities and health are met), not 
arbitrarily but under the Word of God. Whether the 
State receives its right to educate from God or from 
parents, it still holds true that this right is dependent 
upon and conditioned by the State’s recognition of 
itself as the agent of God. 


TREND TO SECULARISM 


On the American scene today the Constitution has 
been juridically interpreted in such a way that the 
public school is prevented from fulfilling the purpose 
tor which it was founded. Theoretically our public 
schools must be neutral in their approach to religion. 
Actually, however, such neutrality is impossible. Our 
public schools have become increasingly secularized. 
[hey are teaching the religion of democracy, or the 
religion of science, or the religion of life adjustment. 
This, of course, is not the case in all schools. But it is 
more and more the case whenever and wherever the 
courts are called upon to render decisions. There is no 
mistaking the trend toward secularization. 

No conscientious and serious Christian can be satis- 
fied with this situation. Several solutions have been 
suggested, as for example, revitalizing the Sunday 
Schools, creating Saturday and other supplementary 
schools, or released time classes. Another solution is 
the Christian day school as a full-time substitute for 
the public school, though not a parochial school in the 
Roman Catholic sense (with hierarchical or clerical 
control). Instead, the school would be under the aus- 
pices of one or more Christian congregations using the 
facilities of the parish. Rather than a church Cinstitu- 
tional) school, it would be a school which is Christian 
in its presuppositions and orientation, where teachers 
could witness to their faith explicitly as well as im- 
plicitly, and in which the Gospel would be brought to 
bear upon all subject matter and in all areas of life. 

The time has come for us to admit that the majority 
of our people are religious illiterates unable to articu- 
late or defend the faith and unable to relate it to daily 
activities. The Christian day school is an answer to 
this situation—not the only answer, but an important 
one. 

The time has come for us to repudiate also the 
notion that it is somehow un-American to criticize the 
public school. It needs to be brought down from its 
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sacrosanct pinnacle. From an historical standpoint, the 
public school system in the United States developed 
as a supplement for the already extant private and 
religious schools. There were no public schools in the 
United States until the 1830s, and then they came into 
being only to take care of those who would not other- 
wise receive a formal education. 

Christians today cannot be happy over certain poli- 
cies of such powerful groups as the National Education 
Association. Furthermore, the increasing clamor for 
Federal aid and control is a danger signal too obvious 
to ignore. 

Many practical difficulties are involved in establish- 
ing Christian day schools, as for example, in financing 
and securing teachers. Some will say that they are 
divisive in respect to the community at large, and that 
they hurt the public school. But true community is 
realized only in Christ. The existence of different de- 
nominations is also divisive, but we do not recommend 
that we put an end to denominationalism for that rea- 
son alone. Our society itself is pluralistic, voluntary, 
and competitive. 

Churches that have operated schools have experi- 
enced the blessings of their endeavors. They well know 
the evangelistic outreach which such schools can pro- 
vide. And they have been pleased with the quality of 
their graduates who have been students mature in the 
understanding of their faith and deeply committed to 
their Lord and Saviour. 

It is probably true that most rural situations do not 
need such schools. But the urban areas need them. 
In American Protestantism today there are some 3,000 
elementary and 600 secondary schools enrolling over 
350,000 pupils. We must seriously face the issue of 
whether or not these numbers are to be expanded. END 





LJ) Preacher in the Red 


WHO PREACHES WHERE 





I HAD EXACTLY SEVEN MINUTES in which to compose my 
mind before preaching in a North Dakota Presbyterian church. 
To my surprise there came in another minister all out of 
breath. He immediately proceeded to undo his suitcase. He 
hurriedly took out his robe and experienced great difficulty 
getting into it. I said, “May I ask why the preparation?” He 
said with a degree of authority, “I am preaching here today.” 
“I am afraid there is some mistake as I am preaching here 
today.” “Not today brother. 1 am here by appointment 
of my Superintendent,” was his answer. “But,” said I, “this 
is not the First Methodist church but rather the First Pres- 
byterian church.”—The Rev. Tuomas B. Linpsay, St. Paul’s 
Presbyterian Church, Emery, South Dakota. 
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hen Youth for Christ appeared dramatically on 
the religious scene in 1944, some evangelical 
leaders began to criticize it. Others postponed their 
criticism with the belief that the new “baby” wa 
basically healthy and in time would grow up to make a 


Youth for 


Christ is now in its fifteenth vear, and | believe it is 


large contribution to the cause of Christ 


ready for a frank appraisal. Having worked with the 
organization and its leaders trom the early days, but 
never as an official part of it, | think | have sufhcient 
detachment to be objective, and enough knowledge to 


be factual. 
A BABY MATURES 


There is no doubt in my mind that Youth for Christ 
has matured and has “put away childish things.” Some 
Youth tor 
that charac 


terized the movement in those first years: loud bow 


Christians, when they hear the name 
Christ,” still think in terms of the “toys 


ties and suits, spectacular programs of a sideshow 
nature, and some untrained, almost uncouth “workers 
who posed as “youth experts.” If these elements are 
present in local YFC programs today, it is the exception 
and not the rule. To me it is a definite strength in 
YFC that the organization has matured without becom 
ing an evangelical edifice with more past than future 
Youth for Christ has not only remained true to the 
evangelical faith these past 15 years but it has retained 
its spontaneity and unique approach to evangelism 
True to the slogan adopted then, it is “Geared to the 
times but anchored to the Rock.” 


SPECIALISTS IN YOUTH 


There was a period in Youth for Christ's history when 
the main purpose of the organization, namely, to win 
teen-agers, was temporarily eclipsed. Along with the 
teen-age ministry there was a program for servicemen, 
for church revival and evangelism, and for overseas 
relief. All these were good, but they were alien to the 
aims of Youth for Christ. The decision to specialize 


V. Raymond Edman is President of Wheaton College CIlli- 
nois), from which have come many of the leaders in evan- 
gelical Protestant effort. On the fifteenth anniversary of the 
Youth for Christ movement, he writes a candid appraisal. 








Has ‘Youth for Christ’ Grown Up? 


V. RAYMOND EDMAN 
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LASTING RESULTS 
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Christ would soon fade from the scene hav 
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More than one evangelical leader 
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today who wer meetings yeal 
ago is prool of truit 
today received his early practical training in the Youth 
for Christ program Dr. Billy Graham; Dr. Bob Piere« 
president of World Vision; Dr. Robert Evans of Greater 
Europe Mission; and Dr. Robert Finley of International 
Students. The evangelical world can be grateful for 
these men 

While phases of the overseas ministry during the 
first years proved sporadic and more sensational than 
substantial good roots were nonetheless planted in 
many places. YFC leaders are to be commended for 
concentrating in the 45 nations where the program is 
well grounded, rather than announcing, as they used 


This kind of 


“retrenchment” is not popular with many evangelicals, 


to do, that YFC was active in 76 nations 


but it makes for a more lasting program. That which 
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remains is substantial. The future is as rich “as the 
promises of God.” 

Whatever a local pastor or lay Christian might say 
against Youth for Christ, there is much that must be 
said for it: Youth for Christ is composed of leaders 
who believe unreservedly in the power of the Gospel 
and the importance of prayer. Any secular organiza- 
tion with so little machinery would have collapsed in a 
year! Without the imposing structure of denomina- 
tional prestige or financial support, Youth for Christ 
has made a phenomenal impact on cities and on entire 
nations. It is to be commended for maturing without 
institutionalizing, maintaining its emphasis on youth, 
putting evangelism and world missions in the fore- 


ground, and depending on the power of God. 
PROGRESS WITHOUT PLANNING 


One gets the impression that Youth for Christ, like 
Topsy, “just grew.” First came the Saturday night 
rallies, then high school clubs, Bible quizzes, teen 
talent contests, a ministry to juvenile delinquents, teen 
films and literature, and other programs. The total 
organization does need co-ordination and direction in 
a long-range plan. And there is still too much “panic 
programming” as yet. President Ted W. Engstrom 
and his staff members have made a good beginning in 
their “Miracle Year” program for 1959, but I think it 
is time that we chart the course for the next decade. 

One must remember, of course, that Youth for 
Christ is made up of independent local groups, and 
that the direction taken locally is not always the respon- 
sibility of the international office. Each local YFC 
ministry must be chartered to bear the Youth for 
Christ name and participate in the program, but the 
international office has no direct control over what is 
done on the local level. Some local organizations are 
an asset, others are a liability; but if there were a long- 
range program that tied each group closer to the parent 
organization, much more could be accomplished. I 
think it is a definite weakness that local YFC organi- 
zations can own an ofhcial charter, vote on official busi- 


ness at the conventions, and yet ignore the international 
program. 


‘‘| SOUGHT FOR A MAN" 


Like many other religious groups, Youth for Christ 
today faces a manpower shortage. There are scores of 
major cities in America alone that have no YFC pro- 
gram, and the answer to this problem lies not with 
the Directors’ School but with each local YFC ministry. 
Youth for Christ could double its working force in a 
few years if each local director would adopt a “Timo- 
thy” and train him for the work. Furthermore, experi- 
enced YFC leaders need to move out into unreached 
territories and let others move up in the ranks. 
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There is always the danger of an organization be- 
coming top-heavy by constantly adding new personnel 
to the headquarters staff. I believe that YFC’s emphasis 
should be on the development of area programs cover- 
ing several states, rather than the promoting of one 
unwieldy staff at the top. A crew of specialists, respon- 
sible to the work of a given area, is likely to accomplish 
more than an international staff member who tries to 
cover the world. There needs to be a responsible “chain 
of command” before YFC can enjoy the expansion 
needed in our day. 


FOR SUCH A TIME 


Youth for Christ is an organization that has the pro- 
gram, passion, and potential for world evangelism 
despite all its weaknesses and past faults. Young people 
are at the controls of the future. Even the new state 
of Hawaii boasts that 43 per cent of the population is 
under the age of 19. Dictators of the past, including 
Communists of today, have captured nations through 
the minds and hearts of youth, and the only way they 
can be fortified against totalitarian doctrine is in the 
spiritual freedom offered to them in Christ. Christian 
educators tell us that 80 per cent of our Sunday School 
pupils leave Sunday School when they reach their teen 
years. That fact strongly suggests the need for an 
agency like Youth for Christ to help fill this gap and 
reach those of this age with the Gospel. 

During its 15 years of ministry, Youth for Christ 
has proven itself worthy of evangelical support. It has 
made mistakes, but it has also captured a great many 
young people for Christ. Perhaps Youth for Christ, 
working in and through churches and missionary agen- 
cies, will be the channel for a great spiritual awakening 
in the decade to come. Remembering that great Chris- 
tian leaders like Charles Spurgeon, J. Hudson Taylor, 
John Calvin, D. L. Moody, and Billy Graham were 
converted in their teen years, I am prone to agree with 
Youth for Christ leaders that “unless we win teen-agers 
today, there may be no Church tomorrow!” END 





Wisdom and Ignorance 


Wisdom goes looking for a light, 

And speaks not till that light is glowing. 
Ignorance claims by day and night 

It has all knowledge worth the knowing. 


All things that perish or endure 
Give us alike this implication: 
Ignorance only is cocksure, 

While Wisdom knows its limitation. 


CLARENCE Epwin FLYNN 
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Bible Book of the Month 


NUMBERS 


THE FouRTH BOOK of Moses is called 
Numbers in the English Bible, and this 
follows the usage of the Greek Septuagint 
translation. In the Hebrew it is called 
Bammidhbar (“In the wilderness”). The 
former name comes from the two census 
lists that appear prominently at the be- 
ginning and end of the book. The latter 
name, however, appears to be more de- 
scriptive, for the book of Numbers largely 
describes the wilderness wanderings of 
Israel. Numbers takes up the narrative 
of the wilderness journey close to the 
point where Exodus leaves off. 


DIFFICULTIES IN NUMBERS 


The prominent feature of the census lists 
in Numbers needs a little explanation. 
Israel had no Bureau of the Census, nor 
were the people interested in mere vital 
statistics. This was not an ordinary cen- 
sus such as we are familiar with. The 
Hebrew word sdphar often means to 
“count,” but it is not the word used in 
these lists. There is another word, 
pagadh which sometimes means “visit,” 
either in judgment or in blessing, but 
which also means to “number an army.” 
It really means to “muster troops.” To 
illustrate its usage, one may turn to I 
Kings 20:15 where Benhadad mustered 
an army against Israel, or to Joshua 8:10 
where Joshua prepared for the battle of 
Ai, or to II Kings 3:6 where Jehoram 
mustered an army against Moab. The 
word does not mean merely to count; its 
meaning is technical and refers to raising 
an army. It was this fact that made 
David's action in II Samuel 24 sinful. 
David's sin was not in proudly counting 
his population, but in embarking on a 
campaign of war when it was apparently 
uncalled for. So in Numbers: the use of 
this word gives us the picture of Moses 
organizing the soldiers in preparation for 
the invasion of Palestine. After the first 
attempt failed and the wilderness wan- 
derings were finished, Moses mustered 
the troops again in preparation for the 
assault upon Palestine under Joshua. For 
this reason only the fighting men over 20 
years of age were numbered. 

The tribe of Levi was also numbered, 
but for a different purpose. Instead of 
choosing a percentage of men out of each 
tribe for the carrying on of the taber- 
nacle work and service, God chose to use 
the whole tribe of Levi. He substituted 
them for the firstborn on the principle 


that the firstborn belonged to God since 
he had spared Israel’s firstborn in the last 
Egyptian plague. The firstborn of Israel 
were therefore counted, the Levites also 
were counted and the difference adjusted 
by a payment of five shekels apiece 
(Num. 3:47). A problem arises here in 
that there were so few firstborn (22,273) 
among so many people (603,550 grown 
men). Different suggestions have been 
proposed, but it is probable that the 
trouble arises from our ignorance of what 
constituted a firstborn son. Possibly the 
firstborn was only counted as such when 
the oldest child was a boy (Exod. 13: 
15). Perhaps if a father and son in one 
family were both living and both first- 
born, only one of them was counted in 
the reckoning. Possibly the number of 
the firstborn was reckoned with one 
from each family or clan rather than from 
each household—or there may have been 
some other restriction. 

The size of the nation has also been 
a problem to some. From the number of 
600,000 grown men, the total has been 
estimated at about 2,000,000. It is 
thought that such a movement was im- 
possible. Indeed, critics are fond of say- 
ing that these figures are a backward 
projection of some of Solomon’s lists. 

Now it may be admitted (as is pointed 
out in a note in the Scofield Reference 
Bible, p. 1220) that the transmission of 
numbers with unfailing accuracy was 
difficult in ancient Hebrew. Still, these 
numbers are similar for the various tribes 
and add up to a total which checks. The 
totals are about the same in the later list 
of Chapter 26 though some of the indi- 
vidual tribes changed rather widely dur- 
ing the 40 year interval. There is actually 
no basis for skepticism as to these num- 
bers except the feeling that the Exodus 
really could not have been so large an 
event. But of course it could have been. 
We must not picture it as a military 
parade with everyone in step and banners 
flying. It was more of a mass emigration 
of nomad peoples. Out in the wilder- 
ness the camp may have spread out over 
hundreds of square miles at various times 
in order to forage the animals. 

The figures are at least consistent with 
other similar figures. It is not a copy of 
Solomon’s list, for in David’s time the 
nation had over 1,300,000 soldiers (II 
Sam. 24:9). Saul, a much weaker king, 
had 330,000 (I Sam. 11:8). Rehoboam 
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after the division of the kingdom had 
only 180,000 men in Judah (I Kings 
12:21). During the days of the Judges, 
the number is once given as 400,000 not 
counting Benjamin (Judges 20:2). 
Gideon mustered 32,000 men out of 
three and a half tribes in a time of heavy 
oppression (Judges 6:35) which com- 
pares favorably with Joshua’s 40,000 out 
of Reuben, Gad, and half of Manasseh 
(Josh. 4:13). Comparison with Num- 
bers 26 would show about 100,000 sol- 
diers in these Transjordan tribes, but 
presumably half of them had to stay in 
Transjordan as occupation troops. 

We should remember, also, that a 
handful of troops could not do what 
Joshua did. Ancient armies did not have 
18 men in the factories for every one 
man at the front as we did in the last 
war. If he had, Joshua would only have 
had 33,000 men in his fighting force! 
And yet he could not put his whole 
army in the field at once. Many of these 
counted were infirm or IV-F! Many had 
to guard the camp and occupy what had 
been won. And yet at the height of his 
northern campaign, Joshua was able to 
capture the city of Hazor which had 
gathered to itself a large defensive coali- 
tion. The city of Hazor has lately been 
excavated and is estimated to have con- 
tained 40,000. Such a city, strongly 
fortified, and with numerous allies could 
not have been conquered by a handful 
of wandering shepherds. Joshua evi- 
dently moved at the head of a large and 
powerful fighting force. 

We do not have the figures for many 
other ancient armies. Sennacherib claims 
to have taken 200,150 prisoners from the 
towns of Judah exclusive of Jerusalem. 
Shalmanezer claims that the army he led 
at the battle of Qargar numbered 120,- 
000. These were doubtless first line 
troops as they were operating 400 miles 
from their home base (see the documents 
in J. B. Pritchard, Ancient Near Eastern 
Texts, pp. 288 and 280). The armies 
in Numbers thus appear to be of a reason- 
able size. 

There is more to Numbers than prob- 
lems. There are valuable lessons. There 
are beautiful lessons to be learned of the 
Lord’s guidance. The presence of the 
Lord was visibly symbolized in the cloud 
by day and the fire by night that hovered 
over the Tabernacle. And when that 
presence of the Lord removed, the people 
were to journey. The words of Numbers 
10:33 probably do not mean that it went 
“before” the camp. The word may as 
well be translated “in the presence of” 
the camp. In the march as in the en- 
campment the ark (Cont'd on p. 42) 
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LABOR RALLY 


My dear Eutychus, 

Sorry to trouble you at your vacation 
cabin, but I wanted to remind you that 
we are counting on your participation in 
our Labor Day program. I know you are 
anxious to return. The storm damage to 
your property was relatively slight. The 
water level in the basement was perhaps 
raised a little by the overflow from a bath- 
room fixture that was not shut off. 
Nothing that plaster and paint won't fix! 

About our plans for Labor Day—my 
sermon topic for Sunday is “Working for 
Christ,” and we have announced a 
Church Labor Union Organization 
Rally for 2 p.m., on Monday. This de- 
scription of the meeting has attracted 
unusual interest, and I appreciate your 
suggesting it. A few have taken the an- 
nouncement quite literally. A local labor 
organizer, who preferred not to give 
his name, warned me that preachers had 
no business meddling in labor politics. 

The religious news commentator on 
our local station took the edge off the 
phrasing by indicating that the rally was 
for church workers and would spark a 
crusade for lay participation in the church 
program. Perhaps it is just as well not to 
push your clever wording too far. 

It is high time that our members began 
to think of themselves as united workers 
rather than bench warmers. When our 
Painters’ Local is organized, one of its 
first projects will be to paint out the 
“Come ye apart and rest awhile” lettering 
over the north entrance. When so many 
active members manage to sleep through 
every sermon and regard this performance 
as their principal Christian activity, an- 
other invitation would seem more ap- 
propriate. What would you think of 
“Work today in my vineyard”? 

Our Labor Rally will include a panel 
discussion on “Full-time Christians,” and 
we expect to organize into “Locals” for 
united action in various phases of church 
work. We have questions about some of 
your suggestions. Most of us feel you 
were not serious in proposing that every 
member carry a worker's union card, and 
that we be known as “the church of the 
union shop.” Were you? 

As ever, 
J. J. Pererson 
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RELIGION'S ENEMY 


I have just read the article by J. Edgar 
Hoover “The Bitter Enemy of Religion” 
(June 22 issue). . . . I do not like his 
inference that the monastery is a symbol 
of Christianity. After more than a half- 
century in a Catholic community I fear 
the Roman Catholic hierarchy far more 
than communism. I consider it more 
anti-Christian. 
Carroll, Iowa Louis L. Akin 
The fact that we are so eager to accept 
moral, religious, and philosophical judg- 
ments from respected, famous govern- 
ment officials without a second word is 
itself enough to raise a question, as it did 
in Constantine’s day or should have done 
in his day. . . 

Hoover needs to have an answer. His 
nationally-approved or state religion is 
always blinding to a prophetic voice, or 
perhaps it is what stirs up and demands 
a prophetic voice. His appraisal of com- 
munism leaves much to be desired—his 
points 2 through 6 could be applied 
with equal vehemence by a communist 
against capitalism. In affronting the com- 
munist menace, Hoover, although a sin- 
cere Presbyterian Christian, overlooks the 
main point of all, that communism is an 
anonymous dialecticism, and its answer 
from the Christian point of view is not 
further absolutes and anonymity but ref- 
erence to a living personality, Christ, our 
Lord. 
Elgin, Ill. 


THE BALANCES 


Your brief editorial “Twentieth Century 
Perspectives Weighed in the Balances” 
(June 22 issue) dealing with the United 
Presbyterian Church’s stand on scientific 
contraceptives and refusal to take action 
on the question of the Virgin Birth, was 
truly unbalanced. The Virgin Birth 
problem could not be dealt with in the 
context in which it came before the As- 
sembly. I think both actions showed 
churchmanship at its best. 

As regards the Virgin Birth, when 
will Curistiantry Topay arrive at ma- 
ture biblical scholarship and see that it 
isn’t how our Lord was the Logos of God, 
but that he was. Why keep sniping at 
churches and clergymen who give full 


Hirey H. Warp 
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consent to the Incarnation but see no 
relationship with this central doctrine and 
a method? H. Ricuarp Rasmusson 
University Presbyterian Church. 

West Lafayette, Ind. 


The confirmation by the General Assem- 
bly of the United Presbyterian Church 
of the appointment of Theodore Gill to 
the Presidency of San Francisco Semi- 
nary, even though he was unable to fur- 
nish satisfactory proof of his acceptance 
of the doctrine of the Virgin Birth, fur- 
nishes additional evidence of the doc- 
trinal laxity within this body. This con- 
tention is not disproved by the fact that 
the June issue of Presbyterian Life was 
devoted almost entirely to a review of 
the glories of Presbyterian and Reformed 
Theology. Neither is it successfully re- 
futed by the statement of Dr. Mackay: 
“Calvinistic to the core, I believe we are 
predestined to give leadership to the 
churches of the nation and the world.” 
These sound like empty words in face of 
the fact that the Presbyterian Church 
has, by arbitrary and questionable meth- 
ods, eliminated from her membership 
some of her ablest scholars and staunch- 
est exponents of the Reformed faith, 
while at the same time giving highest 
honors and offices to men unwilling and 
unable to affirm faith in doctrines held in 
common by nearly all branches of the 
Christian Church. These are some of the 
unsavory fruits of “inclusivism” which 
triumphed in the reorganization of 
Princeton Seminary in 1929. 

Eric Epwin Pautson 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


THE COMING OF THE LORD 


Dr. Loraine Boettner’s review of Hughes’ 
book, A New Heaven and a New Earth 
(May 25 issue) gives a litthke known 
quotation from Dr. G. Campbell Morgan 
—a statement he made in 1943 indi- 
cating his change of views relating to 
“the promises made to Israel.” 

A dozen or more years before that 
date, during a Boston pastorate, I was 
privileged to attend a course of lectures 
given by Dr. Morgan at Gordon College. 
He was always most gracious in answer- 
ing questions. At the end of one session 
I ventured to ask: “After your long 
study and extensive exposition of the 
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Bible, Dr. Morgan, do you find any 
sriptural warrant for the distinction 
which many Bible teachers draw be- 
tween the second coming of the Lord 
for his own (the rapture), and the com- 
ing of the Lord with his own (the reve- 
lation) with a time period of 3% or 7 
years between these two events?” 

' “Emphatically not!” Dr. Morgan re- 
plied. “I know that view well, for in the 
earlier years of my ministry I taught it, 
and incorporated it in one of my books 
entitled God’s Method with Man. But 
further study so convinced me of the 
eror of this teaching that I actually 
went to the personal expense of buying 
the plates of that book from my own 
publisher and destroying them. The idea 
of a separate and secret coming of Christ 
to remove the church prior to his coming 
in power and glory is a vagary of pro- 
phetic interpretation without any Biblical 
basis whatsoever.” 

As I travel about the country in an 
itinerant ministry which takes me into a 
great variety of churches, I am im- 
pressed with the way in which pastors are 
expressing their appreciation of Curist1- 
antry Topay. Many of them say, “It’s 
the most helpful and spiritually stimu- 
lating magazine that I receive.” 

Oak Park, Ill. Paut G. Jackson 


PROBLEM OF POWER 


I am a visitor to your country from the 
island of Ceylon. I have been reading 
some of the conversations on “Commu- 
nist or Free” (May 25 issue). There is 
...+@ problem of power, as between the 
U.S.A. and the Soviet Union. . . . It 
is important for us to appreciate this 
factor, if only because it is precisely this 
factor of power which heightens our 
tendency to equate Communism with the 
hosts of darkness. Clearly, the fact of the 
matter is that the basic power struggle 
would continue even if the Soviet be- 
came officially Christian and its forms of 
government underwent a process of 
“liberalization.” It is surely also this 
inherent power struggle between Amer- 
ica and Russia which makes it hard for 
American Christians easily to separate 
a natural desire that America should tri- 
umph anyway, from a concern for the 
triumph of Christian principles. . . . 
For three hundred years or so, a Chris- 
tian West held unchallenged sway of the 
fortunes of the world—this was the hey- 
day of colonialism, white race superiority 
theory, and here American isolationism. 
After all this period of control of Africa 
and Asia, these areas are officially de- 
scribed by UNESCO as “have-not” and 
“under-developed” lands. . . . Dr. Boyd 
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Harper's Great Jungle Missionary Classics 


JUNGLE 
PILOT 


The Life and Witness of Nate Saint 


By RUSSELL T. HITT 
Editor of Eternity 


From a harum-scarum, gadget-minded boy, Nate Saint 
grew into the inventive genius of “Operation Auca” and 
one of the 20th century’s most unique witnesses for Christ. 
This is his story, enriched from his own diary and 
letters—beginning with his fabulous family, his experience 
in the Air Force, then his pioneering for American 
inventiveness and the Gospel with the Missionary Aviation 
Fellowship,and his martyrdom with the Ecuador five. 


“An honest and believable account of the brief, but 
adventure-packed life of the human and 
lovable JUNGLE Pitot, Nate Saint. 
His life is memorable because he was 
a typical American fellow who 
dared to leave his life in the 
Hands of Jesus Christ.” 
— EUGENIA PRICE 


i... With 16 pages of photographs 





Almighty _ 


By E.isaBetH Ex.ior. The in- 
spiring companion to Through 
Gates of Splendor based on the 
rich devotional material of Jim 
Elliot’s diary. ‘‘A fascinating 
portrayal of a modern mission- 
ary martyr.”— FRANK E. GAEBE- 
LEIN. 16 pages of photographs. 

5th printing. $3.75 


At your bookseller 





Through 
Gates of # 
Splendor? 


By EutsaBetH Ex.ior. The dra- 
matic story of the five missionary 
martyrs in Ecuador. “Inspired 
... Under the author’s guidance 
we pass into a spiritual experi- 
ence that is beyond time and 
space.””"—DaNIEL A. POLING. 
With the Cornell Capa illustra- 
tions. 8th printing. $3.75 
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The aged Peter in prison with other 
Christians, awaiting unknown tor- 
tures and possible death, comforts 
and reassures a young man by tell- 
ing him the story of his own faith. 
As Peter is being led from the prison, 
his parting words are full of the 
power of Christ, as he says: 

“The power of His resurrection 
was not just for the day in which He 
rose from the dead—it is for today 
—for you and me. He is alive! And 
because He is, though they destroy 
us, we, too, shall live.” 
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See your nearest dealer or write 
FAMILY FILMS 
5833 Santa Monica Boulevard 
Hollywood 38, California 








Color, $30.00; or Black & White $17.50 


PRODUCTION 


Orr has just reported that China has 
jumped the population-food gap. And 
this is a remarkably short space of time. 

The Bible often talks of “judgment” 
and even suggests that God is able to 
use heathen powers to purge His people. 
Chicago, IIl. BryaN DE KRETSER 


ELUSIVE NEUTRALITY 
If schools cannot speak for God, why be 


allowed to speak against Him? 
| 
Canterbury, Conn. L. V. CLEVELAND 


QUAKER POSITION 
In the article by Richard C. Wolf (April | 


27 issue) there is a very embarrassing 


and erroneous general summary of the | | 


theological position of the Quakers in | 
America. No doubt Mr. Wolf's associa- | 
tion with a few Quakers has caused him 
to class the Quakers in the category of 
outstanding liberal denominations such as 
the Universalists and Unitarians. Such 
a general categorizing is definitely not 
correct. . . . Most anyone who has had 
experience within the majority of the 
American Yearly Meetings knows that 
the greater majority of American Quak- 
ers believe in historical Christianity as 
taught in the Old and New Testaments 
with a belief in their inspiration. 

In Collier's Encyclopedia, one of the 
most recent summarizing statements of 
the Society of Friends, by Henry J. Cad- 
bury, a Quaker and previous Hollis pro- 
fessor of Divinity, Harvard University, 
states that “the principles and practices 
of the Quakers were not novel, the 
Quakers themselves claim that they are 
in accordance with the New Testament 

. ., they trusted in the guidance of the 
Spirit, so long as it did not positively 
contradict the Bible.” “. . . New waves of 
Evangelistic Conservatism have continued 
in the United States”. . . 

Desert P. VaAucHn | 
Friends University 
Wichita, Kan. 


CALLED IN JAPAN 


I was very impressed by “Security” | 
CL. Nelson Bell, May 25 issue). I have 
experienced these priceless gifts in my 
own life. And there are so many who 
seem to be missing this. Your expression 





should be very encouraging and helpful 


to many. 

Would you have any objection if |] 
have this made into a tract? I can do 
so here in Japan. . . . I am on duty here 
. . «» having been a Naval Officer and 


Aviator for 20 years now. Over six years 


ago God called me out in Christ Jesus 
in a wonderful way. 
San Francisco, Calif. 


Gienn Barnes 


August 31, 1959 


NEED EXTRA 
MONEY ? 


YOUR SPARE TIME CAN 
BE WORTH UP TO $75 
A WEEK AND MORE 


As 











It’s being done by 
Christians with a 
vision—and you, 
too, can increase 
your income quickly 
and in a most dig- 
nified way. 


Perhaps you find it difficult to make ends 
meet ... or you would like to have money 
to buy some of those “extras’”’ you’ve 
been wanting for so long. Then why not 
turn your spare time into profitable 
activity? 

Here’s your opportunity to become 
associated with a company that has been 
in business for over 35 years—highly 
respected by Christian leaders in every 
Protestant denomination. Our Service 
is recommended by men and women you 
know. 

Our program is unique—it has no 

competition. Every Christian home in 
your town and neighboring communities 
is a prospect. You do no “cold canvass- 
ing,”’ but work on a proven selected lead 
system. No deliveries to make. 
« Find out for yourself what others are 
doing—send for complete information 
today. To list just a few: Murray Hall, 
who resigned a teaching position, earned 
$748.00 in one month; Rev. Raymond 
Kramer, busy pastor, made $303.00 in a 
month part time; Dr. Herbert Blashfield, 
earned $12,131.40 in one year; Mrs. 
Hazel Garberson, housewife and mother, 
has earned from $3,985.00 to $5,400.00 
a year part time, over a 15-year period; 
another housewife, Mrs. Alta Brenne- 
man, made $423.00 in a single month 
part time; J. C. Robison, is averaging 
over $1,000.00 a month full time. 

These people, whether devoting full 
or part time to their positions, are fulfill- 
ing an important Christian service in 
their communities—and doing very well 
financially. 


CLIP AND MAIL TODAY! 


John Rudin & Company, Inc. 
22 W. Madison Street 89 
Chicago 2, Illinois 


Yes, I’m interested. Please send me com- 
plete information on your program. 
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CHRISTIANITY TODAY 





A LAYMAN and his Faith 


TEACHING THE BIBLE 


To MANY LAYMEN there is given the re- 
sponsibility and privilege of teaching the 
Bible, usually within the curriculum of 
the church school. 

The responsibility involves the impor- 
tance of such a task, the fact of men’s 
need for deeper understanding of God’s 
Word, and the nature of the Book itself. 

The privilege consists in the marvel of 
this volume of “God-breathed literature” 
which is living and relevant to our times 
—a divinely given revelation of great 
truths to be found nowhere else and 
without which man gropes in darkness. 


€ In a day when so much emphasis has 
been given to methods, those who teach 
the Bible should explore not only teach- 
ing techniques but the philosophy of 
teaching upon which methods are built. 

There are those who strongly support 
the discussion method. This has been 
considered by many as the acme of effec- 
tiveness, while the lecture method has 
been relegated to the era of the one room 
school house. 

Anyone acquainted with the philoso- 
phy of progressive education promulgated 
by John Dewey, along with his emphasis 
on individual “adjustment” and “meth- 
ods” of teaching, knows the havoc these 
ideas have played with American educa- 
tion. The seed was not recognized until 
its evil fruit had already begun to ripen. 
A generation trained under this “pro- 
gressive” method turned out to be un- 
educated and undisciplined in those 
things that education should produce. 

Has the philosophy which so nearly 
wrecked American education filtered into 
the realm of the Church and become 
adopted by some of those responsible for 
Christian education? 


€ One can only wonder why the replace- 
ment of emphasis on teaching the Bible 
with discussing it has been thought an 
improvement. 

What lies back of the change from 
responsible Bible teachers to “moderators” 
whose chief qualification is not so much 
a knowledge of the Bible as an ability to 
keep discussion going? I believe we 
should reject any “teaching” which raises 
questions without answering them— 
which engenders doubt rather than fos- 
ters faith. 

We must of course make our Christian 
faith relevant, in action, to the needs of 


our times. However, such social em- 
phasis must be balanced by a faithful- 
ness to the content of the faith without 
which no one can become a Christian. 

Basic to Christian education then is 
the teaching of the Bible. But teaching 
must be done by those who know the 
Bible and believe it. Discussion can be 
profitable only when the ultimate au- 
thority of the Scriptures is recognized. 
Without such reference to authority, de- 
cisions arrived at are merely on the level 
of human reasoning. 

Any method which contributes to a 
knowledge of the Bible—its historical con- 
tent, moral implications, and spiritual 
teachings is worthy of use. 

That which falls short of leading to an 
understanding of and faith in the author- 
ity and trustworthiness of the Scriptures 
and the Christ of the Scriptures, should 
be discarded as unworthy of true Chris- 
tian education. 

It is unfortunate that there exists a 
cleavage of opinion on a matter of such 
grave significance. For those of us who 
believe there is an authority above and 
beyond the limitations of man’s reason, a 
revelation of divine truth to which we 
may turn for final word, the teaching of 
the Bible is of greatest importance. 


§ There is abundant support for the 
time-honored method of teaching which 
has richly borne fruit in the past. 

In the Old Testament we find that 
true revivals started because of the read- 
ing and hearing of the Law. 

In the New Testament there is similar 
evidence. Our Lord and the apostles 
backed their teaching and preaching with 
the Scriptures. When Apollos went to 
Ephesus he was fervent and zealous to 
teach and preach, but his understanding 
of the Scriptures was limited. Aquila 
and Priscilla heard him and “expounded 
unto him the way of God more perfectly.” 
Following this detailed instruction in the 
Bible we are told that “he mightily con- 
vinced the Jews, and that publicly, 
showing by the Scriptures that Jesus was 
Christ.” 

Teaching the Bible is a thrilling ex- 
perience when it is backed by adequate 
preparation and undergirded with prayer. 
It is thrilling because of the blessing 
which the teacher himself receives, and 
it is exciting because it brings a similar 


blessing to those willing to be taught. 


q Let it never be forgotten: we are not 
dealing with an ordinary book but with 
a marvelous collection of books written 
by men of different backgrounds and 
with varying degrees of education over 
a period of nearly two millenniums; and 
still we find a unity of message through- 
out all the writings which only the Holy 
Spirit could have produced. 

How right is Dr. Crossley Morgan 
when he speaks with deep reverence of 
this “God-breathed literature”! 

Reverence for the subject being taught 
makes for an authority on the part of the 
teacher which is not his own, an author- 
ity which students sense. 

We note first of all that this authority 
derives from the very nature of the Holy 
Scriptures. It is a word of finality which 
speaks to the longing heart, to the one 
who has come to realize that the things 
which are seen are temporal but the 
things which are not seen are eternal. 
There is no substitute for the finality of 
“Thus saith the Lord.” 

In his short book called Authority, Dr. 
Martin Lloyd-Jones emphasizes the im- 
portance of viewing the Bible as a whole. 
He says: “The Bible is a whole and its 
authority is complete. But having ac- 
cepted it all, I still have residual difficul- 
ties, problems, and questions. It is surely 
nothing less than tragic that a man should 
start with a detail and because he is un- 
happy about that should say, ‘I cannot 
recognize the authority of the Scriptures 
at all.’” 

In teaching the Bible one also has be- 
hind him the authority of Christ revealed 
in this Book. It is here that we learn of 
Him and find that he too took as authori- 
tative and final the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures with which he was so familiar. At 
his feet we can learn that attitude of 
faith which accepts the Scriptures for 
what they really are—God speaking to 
men. 

Thirdly, a teacher of the Bible speaks 
by the authority of the Holy Spirit. Only 
as He is present can the Scriptures be 
understood. Only as He teaches can we 
be taught, or can we in turn teach others. 
It is the Holy Spirit who leads us into all 
truth, who resolves our difficulties, gives 
understanding to the simple, and enables 
even a child to apprehend spiritual truths 
which seem as foolishness to the worldly- 
wise. 

A call to teach the Bible is a privilege 
to be prayerfully heeded. To the Chris- 
tian it affords a channel of service, a 
glorious opportunity not to be found in 
the secular field. And the fruits of such 
labor last for all eternity. 

L. Nexson BEtx 
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EDITORIAL 





Christian Education is big business in America. In 
the area of the local churches alone it involves 40 
million people in Sunday Schools and Bible classes. 
No other agency in the churches is doing more to 
teach the Word of God, build Christian character, and 
train church leaders and workers. Modern pastors have 
the opportunity and responsibility of guiding this vast 
enterprise into ever-enlarging fields of usefulness. 
> 

The traditional Sunday School was organized for 
Bible study. This must still be its chief concern. 
Through the years, however, experience has shown 
that the total educational task of the church is much 
broader. Young people’s societies with specialized ex- 
pressional functions were set up to meet the needs of a 
limited age group. Other groups demanded similar 
attention, so ladies’ guilds, men’s clubs, and clubs for 
boys and girls were formed. Missionary promotion re- 
sulted in missionary societies. The inadequacy of time 
in the single Sunday study hour gave rise to weekday 
schools and vacation Bible schools. As new educational 
needs came to light, new agencies arose. There was 
little or no organizational relationship between these 
groups. In some cases their functions overlapped with 
resulting friction and inefficiency. Often these agen- 
cies were not amenable to the properly constituted 
authority of the church itself. Through them the 
church’s life was often segregated into isolated blocs 
which made for division and offered a breeding ground 
for strange doctrines and subversive influences. 

x 

The modern concept of Christian education in the 
local church rises above this provincial and inadequate 
situation. It sees the church’s total educational func- 
tion merged into a properly correlated and supervised 
organization that fully meets the needs of the indi- 
vidual and the community. The challenge of building 
an adequate program of Christian education for the 
church in our day should elicit the highest qualities 
of leadership the pastor has to offer. 

The day has passed when the minister can devote 
himself exclusively to preaching and ignore the fact 
that he is the overseer of the church and its educational 
functions. The pastor who is most successful and whose 
influence counts for most in teaching the Word of God 
and building character now has a great church school 
“used as a field to be reached and as a force to be 


worked.” Here is an area in which his whole ministry 
20° 


PASTORS AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
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can be enlarged in teaching, administration, evange- 
lism, and in community outreach and service. 
© 

As the key figure in the life of the church, the 
pastor must interpret the privilege and task of Christian 
education to the entire congregation. He can create a 
community conscience by occasional sermons that lay 
on the hearts of his people the: inescapable duty of 
every church to advance its members—young and old— 
in the truths of Holy Scripture, in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord, and in effective Christian 
service. In meetings with church officials and key 
leaders in auxiliary agencies, he can enlist cooperation 
in an enlarging and continuing educational program. 

* 

To do this competently presupposes an expert 
knowledge of Christian education in the local church. 
Unfortunately many pastors have had little opportunity 
to study the subject either in church colleges or theo- 
logical seminaries. Progressive schools provide courses 
in Christian Education. Some institutions have a de- 
partment of religious education wherein it is possible 
to major in courses leading to graduate degrees. His- 
tory, principles, and methods are taught. Lectures are 
given by successful church-school leaders, and project 
work is carried on through nearby churches. If the 
ministerial student avails himself of several of these 
courses he will take up his active duties as a pastor 
equipped not only for the pulpit but for leadership and 
administration in Christian education. 

A recent survey, however, indicates that there are 
still scores of colleges and seminaries so behind the 
times, in their concepts of training essential to an 
effective ministry in this modern age, that they provide 
either inadequate studies or no such studies at all. The 
pastor who finds himself in the predicament of being 
illiterate in this field needs to equip himself by reading 
the best books available. His first books should deal 
with the general field and the philosophy, psychology, 
pedagogy, and theology underlying the educative 
process. After that any number of specialized texts can 
be studied, as well as leading periodicals devoted to 
Christian education and church school methods. Every 
down-to-date church has a library with books and 
periodicals available to all interested persons. 

The pastor is responsible for determining and main- 
taining educational standards. During recent years the 
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BIBLE STORIES 


11428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., LOS ANGELES 25, CALIF. 
MOODY INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE A DIVISION OF MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO 





























BIBLE STORY FILMSTRIPS 


These 35mm filmstrips present the old, well-loved Bible stories in full color, 


especially designed for use with children. Use them effectively in Sunday Re 
School, Camps, Children’s Church. Each filmstrip with narration booklet, $6.00, F 
Average of 47 frames 5) 

SET | 
NOAH AND THE ARK J 
The ancient story of how God judged sin by sending a flood upon the earth, | A 
yet provided a way of escape in the Ark, has vital meaning for us today as it |) 


points to Christ as the refuge for all who will believe. 


NAAMAN THE LEPER 


By humble obedience to Elisha’s command, the proud captain of the Syrian 
army finds himself cured of leprosy. The story of Naaman’s faith and obedience 
is a “guide to our own salvation. 








THE FIERY FURNACE 


Three young men are true to their witness for God, though captives of a 
wicked king in a foreign land. This is the story of Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego. Neither temptations nor threats of ‘fiery death move them and 
God gives dramatic proof that He is able and willing to protect them from 
all harm. 





DAVID AND SAUL 


David looks to the Lord for help and his faith brings both physical and spiritual 
victory. He not only defeated the giant Goliath in battle but David also refused 
to take vengeance against the hatred of King Saul when given repeated oppor- 
tunities to do so. 


SET Il 
DANIEL IN THE LIONS’ DEN 


Daniel chooses a bold testimony and danger rather than secret worship of God 
and safety, but God proves His faithfulness toward those who love and trust 
Him and uses the circumstances to demonstrate His great power to deliver. 
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BIBLE STORY FILMSTRIPS 


Recorded narration with sound effects and musical background is available on 
10 inch 33% RPM unbreakable Vinylite records (two stories on each side). 
Each record $4.00 


SAVE—PURCHASE FILMSTRIP SET AND RECORDED NARRATION TOGETHER 
$22.50 


JONAH AND THE BIG FISH 


A prophet who is unwilling to carry God's message to the wicked city of 
Nineveh discovers that God can pardon even the greatest sinners when they 
repent and turn from their evil ways. 


THE RED SEA 


The spiritual truth of victory through faith is graphically illustrated in the 
story of the Red Sea. It took the power of God to deliver the Israelites from 
slavery in Egypt and it takes the power of God to deliver us from slavery to sin. 


SAMSON 


The story of Samson brings home the importance of complete dedication to 
God. It was the part of his life that Samson tried to keep for himself which 
brought him to tragedy and death. 


SET Ill 
ELIJAH AND THE PROPHETS OF BAAL 


One fearless prophet, a backsliding nation, 450 false oe and a tremendous 
revelation of the One Living God make this an unforgettable story. Through 
Elijah, God calls His people to repentance, gives them a basis for faith, then 
rewards repentance and faith by satisfying their needs. 


THE WALLS OF JERICHO 


The famous battle of Jericho emphasizes the important New Testament truth 
of obedience. God commands His people to go in and possess the Promised 
Land, to drive out the evil inhabitants. When they obey with courage and 
faith, victory is assured. 





BIBLE STORY FILMSTRIPS 


THE BABY MOSES 


Many wonderful incidents in the rescue of baby Moses and his adoption by 
Pharaoh's daughter show the infinite wisdom of God's planning, and that all 
are within the circle of God’s care. 


GIDEON 


Gideon's fight against an enemy that outnumbered him 450 to one is a very 
practical demonstration of faith translated into deeds, and reveals the tremen- 
dous potential of followers w holly dedicated to God. 


SET IV 
AHAB, THE POUTING KING 


King Ahab coveted his neighbor's vineyard and thought he was getting it free, 
but the Prophet Elijah showed him that the price of sin is death. 


ELISHA AND THE SYRIAN ARMY 


When a great army surrounds Elisha to capture him, his servant is afraid until 
the prophet shows him God’s ever- present help and protection. We should 
never be afraid, for the Bible says, “If God be for us, who can be against us?” 


CALL OF SAMUEL 


The true meaning of conversion is shown by God’s call of a young lad. A godly 
home, a consecrated task, a knowledge of God’s laws are not enough. God asks 
for a voluntary act of will, yielding the heart such as Samuel demonstrated. A 
vitally human story is told with simplicity and tenderness. 
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BIBLE STORY FILMSTRIPS 


WISDOM OF SOLOMON 


Solomon’s wisdom, wealth and fame come to life in this dramatic story. Of all 
his God-given gifts only the treasure of wisdom stands the test of time. 


SET V 


BELSHAZZAR’S FEAST 


The great city and kingdom of Baby lon as they were in the days of Daniel 
become real in this story, climaxed by the swift-moving events of the night of 
Belshazzar’s feast. 


JOSEPH IN EGYPT 


In the age-old story of Joseph’s betrayal by his brothers and his forgiveness of 
them, there is striking contrast between the fruits of envy and the fruits of 
God's love in the human heart. 


THE SERPENT OF BRASS 


An attack by fiery serpents as the Israelites journey through the wilderness 
threatens utter destruction until a serpent of brass plays a strange role in their 


deliverance. The true meaning of the brazen serpent is made clear by Jesus 
Himself. 


THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 


The momentous events at Mt. Sinai throw a searching light on the subject of 
God’s holiness, man’s sinfulness, and our utter dependence on the Lord to 
cleanse from sin. Only through Christ can we rejoice in God’s holiness and 
delight in His love and mercy. 


















BIBLE BACKGROUNDS FILMSTRIPS provide a “background” of historica| T 
scenes and events for lesson and sermon material. Taken by Dr. William§: 
Culbertson and Dr. Irwin A. Moon during a six month’s tour in the Middle 

East. Use them in your Sunday School and Young People’s Meetings # 


Camps, Worker's Groups, and Youth Activities. 


Designed to: 
@ STIMULATE INTEREST IN BIBLE HISTORY AND PROPHECY 
@ PROVIDE A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF BIBLE TIMES 
@ GIVE NEW APPRECIATION OF ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS 


SPECIAL NARRATION FEATURES—1io inch 33% unbreakable Vinylite rec- 
ords with inaudible tone for automatic advance projectors. Narration for 
general use on side I. Narration for children on side II. 

SAVE $7.50—"“BIBLE BACKGROUNDS” SETS (4 filmstrips & 4 records) $28.30 


THE TEMPLES OF THE PHARAOHS 


In the great temples of Egypt many false gods were worshipped with 
ceremony and ritual. The temples were magnificent but the hearts of the 
people were full of superstition and darkness, their gods only wood and 
stone. The filmstrip contrasts these ancient temples to the temples in 
which God dwells—the hearts of those who believe in Him. 


TYRE, THE CITY THAT VANISHED 


This is the story of events which changed the coastline of ancient Phoe- 
nicia. The prophet Ezekiel foretold the fall of mighty Tyre years before 
Nebuchadnezzar and Alexander the Great brought their armies against it. 
The filmstrip shows how Ezekiel’s prophecy was fulfilled in every detail. 


PETRA, THE FORTRESS OF ESAU 


There is no more fascinating city than ancient Petra, with its houses and 
temples carved from the rose-red rock of the mountain. But God’s proph- 
et cried out against the wickedness of the Edomite rock-dwellers, and the 
prophecy’s fulfillment left the city the desolate place it is today. 


BABYLON, THE GLORY OF KINGDOMS 


Ruins show that little is left of the wonders and glory of Babylon, once 
the pride of Nebuchadnezzar’s empire. Photographs are supplemented 
with reconstructions to tell the story of this proud nation which was 
weighed in God's balance and found wanting. 


SET il 


THE TOMBS OF THE PHARAOHS 


Pyramids, temples, and rocky caves: these are the tombs of the mighty 

pharaohs who once ruled the land of Egypt. Writings and treasures found 

in the tombs reveal the greatest hope of the kings—that they would live 

forever. Illustrated with pictures o pt's ary tombs, the filmstrip 

pee man’s failure to overcome death with Christ’s triumph over 
eath. 


THE WISDOM OF EGYPT 


Thousands of years ago the pe had a great civilization. They were 
ie 


clever builders and they stu astronomy, medicine and mathematics. 
The filmstrip reveals how God used the wisdom of Egypt in a unique 
way in the time of Moses, and quotes Scriprure to point to Christ as the 
source of true wisdom. 


BYBLOS, GATEWAY TO THE PAST 


Today Byblos is an almost forgotten little town on the Phoenician coast, 
but centuries ago it was a thriving trade center. This filmstrip reveals the 
fascinating true story of the part Byblos played in bringing us God's 
Word—the Bible. 


THE GRANDEUR OF ROME 


This filmstrip depicts the history of Rome and recalls the grandeur of the 
ee Empire at the time when Sorat Wak Same. Its is eee of 

e€ age- conflict berween Caesar an represents of this world’s 
glory. and Chrot, the humble Men of Galiles 


Single filmstrip with narration booklet 
Recorded narration 


$6. 1) 
$2 OF 
Average of 41 frames 


SET ill 


BAALBEK, GLORY OF THIS WORLD 


In New Testament times Baalbek, Syria’s walled city of heathen temp 
was representative of the = of this world. Today its ruins are a 
minder that this world’s glories are only temporary. The awe-inspii 
remains show that the people, living while Jesus was on earth, achi 
great architectural skill and engineering feats. 


EGYPT AND THE BIBLE 


The story of Egypt is linked with that of Bible names: Abraham, Jac 
Joseph, and Moses. Because pt at this time was symbolic of wo 
power and wealth, this was the place where God chose to reveal 
power, and to deliver His people from slavery. 


BAALBEK, GATEWAY TO PALESTINE 


The ruins of Baalbek in Syria date from New Testament times, but EB 
bek’s history reaches far back to the times of Abraham, Joshua, and 
Solomon. For centuries the city was on one of the main caravan rou 
to Palestine. Close as it was to the Holy Land, Baalbek remained a cen 
of idol worship. 


THE GLORY OF GREECE 


The Greeks were the world’s leaders in architecture, philosophy, arts 
sports, and they gloried in their outstanding civilization, Yet for all th 
knowledge they were far from God. This filmstrip pictures the b 
ground for Paul’s visit to Athens. the 


SET IV 


GREEK GODS AND THE GOSPEL h 


Against the background of the ruins of Athens’ ancient temples this film 
strip tells the story of Paul's visit to the city, He talked to the people i 
the market place and to their leaders on the hilltop, seeking to turn them, 
from their many false gods and beliefs to the true God. 


PALMYRA, ANCIENT CARAVAN CITY 


Palmyra, a store city from the time of Solomon, became “ of 
desert” because of its strategic position on the caravan route i 
great empires. Traders from East through Palmyra on thei 
way to Palestine. Hoping for eternal life, the Palmyrenes built a c 
for their dead. 


JORDAN, LAND OF PROMISE 


The familiar scenes of the Holy Land recall Israel’s turbulent history. 
Here we see the Valley of Jordan, Herod's Spe, Cer of the Nativity 
the walled up Golden Gate, Mount of Olives, Calvary, the Wailing Wa 

and many other Biblical landmarks. 


POMPEII, A PORTRAIT OF ROMAN LIFE 


Pompeii, a city that was literally stopped dead in its tracks, reveals t 
ways and customs of Roman life in the timé of the Apostle Paul. But th 
story of the eruption of Vesuvius and Pompeii’s destruction also brin 
oes of the uncertainty of life and a reminder that “now is the day 
of salvation.” 





etings, 


ing a solid foundation in basic teaching principles. 


You can use them to... 


@ IMPROVE YOUR TEACHER TRAINING PROGRAM 
te rec- @ REVITALIZE MONTHLY SUNDAY SCHOOL STAFF MEETINGS 
on for @ TRAIN VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL TEACHERS 

@ SERVE AS A MINIMUM TEACHING STANDARD 
$28.30 @ BUILD A PROGRESSIVE AND DYNAMIC SUNDAY SCHOOL 


NARRATION-—1i0 inch 33 1/3 unbreakable Vinylite records with in- 


audible tone for automatic advance projectors. 


SUCCESSFUL TEACHING 




















Bight lessons on 35mm filmstrips in full color, presenting the 
principles of successful Sunday School teaching. 


$12.30 
set of 8 filmstrips, 4 records, manual and sample lesson outline, $48.50 


I UN eet nccetasnasensejamnscdtiipumoonrtonatngs $6.00 
I | ne iecasles $2.95 
Tee ee ss atisecunssid $1.00 
Lesson Ouvtlines................ 1-24, $ .10 ea.; 25 or more, $ .05 ea. 


1—THE TEACHER shows the teacher how to study, find study time, 
n her lessons, gather materials, pick a method of presentation, and 
to plan the classroom procedure. 


T H—THE PUPIL takes up the reasons for inattention, shows how to 
n and hold attention, and discusses the interest span of the various age 


but Ba 

hua, andy 2 

n routes? i—THE LANGUAGE shows clearly and cleverly that the words used 
a ery must be common to both teacher and pupil. It indicates ways 


overcoming language problems. 


T IV—THE pines vag ome me the truth he ree sent be 
d through truth already wn. Beginning with an analysis of our 
d's teaching method, this filmstrip spells out this teaching principle. 


T V—THE TEACHING PROCESS has a basic law, a seeming paradox: The 
“Preacher must direct the self-activities of the pupil. This is done by stimu- 
Plating thinking, arousing a spirit of inquiry, and getting the pupil to work. 


MART VI—THE LEARNING PROCESS has a basic law: The pupil must repro- 
Fiuce in his own mind the truths to be learned. This strip deals with 
the questions of memory work, and applying the lesson to life. 


ART VII—REVIEW AND APPLICATION shows that the completion of teaching, 
people | shows that th letion of teachi 
urn theMiRts testing and confirmation must be by review and application. 
shows why reviews are necessary and how to conduct them, and 
ins the various types of reviews. 


VIN—THE FINAL TEST takes up. 


; ‘ point b int, the requirements of 
of successful teaching situation, and uslifics 


the q tions of a good teacher. 


BUILDING A BETTER SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Four lessons on 35mm filmstrips in full color, covering the 
organization of a successful Sunday School. 
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organized with the aid of a simple three-point formula. 





l. But 
iso brir H—DEVELOPING THE WORKER gives 
s the dayjon finding workers and training for years of faithful service. 


The Moody Teacher Training Filmstrip package is valuable in beginning 
an initial traming program or as an aid in courses already established. 
Pastors, S. S. Superintendents and Christian Educatioh leaders will find this 


material provides challenge, inspiration and practical instruction furnish- 


Complete set of 4 filmstrips, 2 records, manual and sample lesson ovtline....$24.00 


#PART I—ORGANIZATION shows how your Sunday School can be success- PART I1I—PLANNING THE PROGRAM describes the goal of every Sunday 


a workable step-by-step program PART IV—EXPANSION contains a vast number of practical ideas to help 
















































KNOW YOUR CHILD 


Eight lessons on 35mm filmstrips in full color, presenting the 

mental, physical and spiritual growth and differences of the 

various age groups. 

SAVE $12.30 

Complete set of 8 filmstrips, 4 records, manual and sample lesson outline, $48.50 
Single filmstrip 
Recorded narration 
Manual ....... sn sda sladestnd gl pele a sascha dst nae sSucvaslie eosin $1.00 
Lesson Outline 


PART I—SOURCES OF TRUTH tells us there are the great sources of truth 
about the nature and the needs of children—God’s revelation, the source 
of wisdom, and man’s experience, the source of useful knowledge. 


PART lI—THE DYNAMICS OF GROWTH shows how to teach the Bible pattern 
for human growth. It explains the need for the teacher to understand the 
pupil's own natural urges for growth. 


PART III—THE STAGES OF GROWTH (EARLY) examines the four early stages of 
growth from birth to the age of 12. The pupil’s special characteristics 
and needs are shown, and suggestions made as to how the teacher can 
work with him. 


PART IV—THE STAGES OF GROWTH (LATER) examines and expiains early, 
middle, and later adolescence, finding them to be the “age of gangs,” “age 
of problems,” and the “age of choice.” The nature of adulthood, the “age 
of productivity,” is examined in terms of teaching. 


PART V—SIMILARITIES IN GROWTH explains the five basic needs common 
to children, youth and adults, suggesting practical ways for the teacher 
to meet these needs. 


PART VI—DIFFERENCES IN GROWTH are as important as similarities, aud in 
this filmstrip the seven important causes of individual differences are set 
forth and explained in terms of both the problems and the opportunities 
they present. 


PART VII—FREEDOM AND DISCIPLINE IN GROWTH shows that while freedom 
is vita] to the growing pupil, equally important is his need for reasonable 
rules and loving but firm discipline. 


PART VIII—THE CHALLENGE weighs the teacher's responsibilities and the 

upil’s needs. It confronts both teacher and parent with the need to fuse 
see and knowledge in their teaching—whatever the age. It closes with 
an outline review of the main points of the seven preceding lessons. 


$6.00 






School, the development of mature Christians, and contains the key to 
successful program planning. 


you build, nor only a bigger, but a better Sunday School. 
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August 31, 1959 
Sunday School has been undergoing serious criticism 
because of its haphazard program and inadequately 
prepared teachers and leaders. Capable observers also 
point out that other educational factors are operating 
in a disorganized and uncorrelated manner. Where 
this situation exists the pastor is primarily to blame. 
He is the expert, the leader to whom the church looks 
for guidance in this as well as all other matters per- 
taining to church welfare. Sometimes the pastor finds 
it difficult to deal with all the problems involved. One 
or more of the agencies concerned have a long-stand- 
ing tradition of independence or leadership, however, 
inadequate, that considers itself indispensable. Such a 
situation requires much prayer, tact and patience, a 
long-term program of educational change and revitali- 
zation, and perhaps a gradual change of personnel. 
Whatever the barriers to the ultimate achievement of 
educational effectiveness, there should be vision and 
faith enough to move toward the goal. The minister 
may have to start with personal conferences, then move 
to group study and planning, cooperative adventures, 
and finally official action by the responsible church 
boards and organizations. Some sort of group clearing- 
house at high-echelon level—a council, a cabinet or an 
advisory committee of which he is an ex-officio member 
—may accomplish what the existing agencies of the 
congregation are not prepared to do. 

* 

Curriculum content and method should be under 
constant ministerial scrutiny. Proper choice of mate- 
rials is often a serious problem in the church school. 
Too often study helps and guides contain teachings 
foreign to accepted Christian doctrinal and social prin- 
ciples or are of mediocre quality. There are instances 
where materials have been used to destroy faith in Holy 
Scripture or to promote socialistic or communistic po- 
litical views. Authority for choice or approval of cur- 
riculum materials should be vested in a well-qualified 
committee of which the pastor should be an ex-officio 
member. Among the matters to be considered are (1) 
Is the material in harmony with the objective sought? 
(2) Is it true to the Bible? (3) Does it contain sub- 
versive doctrinal or social views? (4) Is it prepared by 
scholarly and otherwise capable writers? (5) Is it suited 
to the needs and capacities of the pupils? (6) Can the 
teachers use it successfully? (7) Is it otherwise prac- 
tical in the light of local conditions? Merit based on 
some such standard as this should be the primary con- 
sideration in choosing from a wide range of samples 
which have been made available to the committee for 
study and criticism. 

It is essential that Bible instruction be suited to the 
age, abilities, and circumstances of the pupil. Experts, 
realizing the problem that exists here, have come to 


favor graded lessons which provide the pupil at each 
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step of his growth with adequate lessons and teachin 

approaches. Beyond the study of the Bible itself, there 
is a rich store of study materials in missions, church 
history, religious art, stewardship, hymnology, and kin- 
dred subjects. Special consideration should be given 
to personal problems, vocational guidance, spiritual 
nurture, social issues, parent training, leadership train- 
ing, and other vital matters. In the average church, 
who but the minister fully understands what is in- 
volved in the educational process and is capable to 
direct planning and give guidance in this area? 

*& 

The time factor is directly related to this problem. 
The average Roman Catholic church in America gives 
300 hours of religious instruction annually to its pupils; 
the Jewish synagogue schools, 305 hours; the average 
Protestant church schools, a maximum of 25 teaching 
hours. It is small wonder that the average child in 
most Protestant homes can give no adequate reason 
for his faith. Furthermore, the major time allowance 
for religious instruction is poorly distributed. Half- 
hour lessons a week apart make continuity of instruc- 
tion well-nigh impossible. Many educators believe that 
a few weeks of continuous, intensive training (such as 
offered by Vacation Bible Schools) is far more fruitful 
than 52 weeks of Sunday School instruction. The 
child mind is unlikely to carry a line of thought from 
one study period to another when there is an interval 
of seven days. Neither trained teachers, good equip- 
ment, nor improved lesson materials can adequately 
overcome the lack of time for instruction. 

The church school of the future will not only meet 
on Sunday morning, but Sunday evening and through 
the week. It will give expressional training not only to 
the youth but to the child and the adult. It will not 
only “teach the Bible” but will offer advanced courses 
in every area of knowledge and practice vital to Chris- 
tian living and Church efficiency. Such a concept of 
the church school makes it the supreme opportunity 
of the church to become the medium through which 
souls are intelligently led to accept Christ as Saviour 
and Lord. Here characters are molded, life is inter- 
preted in Christian terms, abilities are developed for 
church leadership, and service and Christians are 
equipped to live in a world which is in dire need of 
the Christian life and message. It is the minister who 
must provide the impetus for this enlarging impres- 
sional and expressional educational program. 

* 

Trained and qualified leadership in Christian edu- 
cation is a primary concern of the pastor. In a very 
real sense he is responsible for the instruction of his 
flock. Most of their training is accomplished through 
the instrumentality of the church school. The char- 
acter of the teachers and supervisors of instruction, 
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their beliefs, their capabilities, their effectiveness, and 
their loyalty to the church are extremely vital. To pro- 
vide this, leadership training classes should be con- 
ducted regularly and a system of preliminary internship 
should be developed under proper supervision. If the 
pastor has the time, he could use his abilities to no 
better advantage than in teaching one of these classes 
and counselling the growing recruits. The texts and 
requirements for leadership training should be care- 
fully screened and only those with a sound philosophy 
and methodology approved. Weakness at this point can 
endanger the whole educational structure. 
a 

The pastor who visualizes the school as an evangelis- 
tic medium and thus utilizes it to the fullest degree 
can build a great church. The amazing growth of the 
Southern Baptist churches in America is largely due 
to the instrumentality of the Sunday School. The 
largest Sunday Schools and the largest churches in the 
nation are to be found in this denomination. Surveys 
of American Protestant churches over a period of years 
reveal that 50 per cent of the new additions to church 
membership come through the work of the Sunday 
School alone; 35 per cent through the school and other 
agencies; and only 15 per cent through media other 
than the school. Millions of people in America are out 
of Christ. Many of these have never been touched by 
the church or any of its agencies. It is said that there 
are some 20 million children and youth, four to eight- 
een years of age, who are not in any church school. 
The Sunday School offers an already-organized body 
of workers equipped to make a graded approach to the 
unreached and unsaved. Once imbued with the spirit 
of evangelism, the school can develop a list of pros- 
pective church members which may well be the poten- 
tial church of tomorrow. Through the medium of the 
school new members and prospective members may be 
trained in classes taught by the pastor. Thus he can 
become intimately acquainted with each new church 
member and live his life into their own. Educational 
evangelism and evangelistic education give new life 
and purpose to the church school. 

e 

Adequate buildings and equipment for education 
will be provided on the advice and approval of the 
pastor. If he really believes that religious education 
is a basic and indispensable factor in the training of the 
children and youth of the congregation and the com- 
munity at large, he will not be satisfied until the 
church has the best possible facilities. 


* 
Underlying and undergirding the educational task 
of the church there must be a distinctively evangelical 
Christian philosophy and theology. One of the great 


needs of the hour is an entire volume dealing with 
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these foundational considerations, and written in the 
context of our modern culture. We can only intimate 
skeletal outlines. (1) Christian education has its 
source and end in God—a perfect, self-revealing, unitive 
Person. (2) God created man in his image—a self- 
conscious, self-determinative being, but man has fallen 
from his perfect state. (3) God makes himself known 
to man through natural and special revelation. The 
written Word of God is the authoritative revelation 
of God and his purpose. (4) The nature and the needs 
of man are to be served to the end that he may have 
fellowship with God, with mankind, and with himself 
to the glory of God. (5) The design of God revealed 
in Christ to man through the Holy Scriptures gives 
unity, meaning, and purpose to all of life. (6) Since 
modern man is generically sinful, self-centered, and 
evil he must recognize the need of redemption in Christ 
and the reorientation of his life, ideals, and experiences. 
(7) The Word of God is the source of authority for 
and the essential content of the curriculum by which 
God reaches into the whole man with his redemptive 
purposeful power. It is the basis for vital, personal 
choices and experiences when coupled with capable 
instruction and the guidance of the Holy Spirit. (8) 
Comprehensive goals embracing all of life’s needs and 
experiences will be achieved through growth in knowl- 
edge, spiritual understanding, and through right choices 
and activities. (9) The pole of interaction in the edu- 
cational process is the authority of Christ as revealed 
in the Holy Scriptures, and the orb of creativity is the 
experience of the whole person. (10) Thus the pupil 
grows into a perfect measure of Christ’s moral stature 
and makes his maximum contribution to the moral and 
social order to the glory of God. Such an understanding 
in depth of what the church school is set to accomplish 
is essential if the pastor is to direct intelligently this 
important arm of his church program. 
€ 

The pastor is under divine compulsion to direct and 
participate in the task of Christian education. Our 
Lord set the example in such a deep educational con- 
cern that he was hailed as “the Master Teacher.” 
Before Christ's ascension, he gave the directive that 
was to activate the Christian ministry for all time to 
come: “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptiz- 
ing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit: teaching them to do all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: and lo, I am with 
you alway even unto the end of the world. Amen” 
(Matt. 28:19,20. ASV). Teaching was at the heart 
of the Christ-centered program of the apostolic church 
and was largely responsible for its intelligent virility 
and effectiveness. Our continuing ministry must con- 
form to that pattern if it is to achieve the divine purpose 
in our day. END 









An estimated 400,000 Protestants as- 
sembled for an outdoor rally which ended 
the ninth German Evangelical Church 
Day Congress in Munich August 16. 

The gigantic crowd assembled around 
a 120-foot steel cross on Theresien 
Meadow, .a huge lawn area famous for 
Munich’s traditional beer festivals. 

Launched at Essen in 1949, the 
Church Day movement has become a 
permanent institution with the state- 
supported Evangelical (Lutheran) 
Church in Germany. Virtually all Prot- 
estant groups in Germany have endorsed 
the Church Day movement. 

For the first time, the Church Day 
congress was held in a largely Catholic 
area. Many Roman Catholic families 
opened homes to visiting Protestants. 

This year’s congress also was the first 
at which relations with Roman Catholics 
came up for official discussion. (German 
Catholics also have a Church Day known 
to them as the Katholikentag. Protes- 
tants call theirs the Kirchentag.) 

The five-day assembly also took up 
study of the ecumenical movement and 
the influence of mass media. There 
were seven mass rallies, more than 200 
other assorted smaller meetings, 74 cul- 
tural events, and 37 performances of 
church music. Meetings held in con- 
junction with the congress were spon- 
sored by the German free churches, the 
German Evangelical Missionary Council, 
and a number of professional groups. 

Still another new feature of the 1959 
congress was a counselling service that 
made theologians, lawyers, doctors, and 
psychiatrists available for individual con- 
sultation on personal problems. Facilities 
for private confessions were provided, 

Leaders of the congress sought to af- 
firm that a spiritual unity exists in Ger- 
many despite the fact that the country 
still is divided. Ten “working groups” 
explored religious problems as well en- 
deavoring to consider social questions in 
the light of religion. 

Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin, head 
of the Evangelical Church in Germany, 
took the occasion to denounce continued 
curtailment of personal freedom by the 
East German regime. 

The bishop said it was a “monstrosity” 
that a Communist state should dictate 
where citizens may travel and what they 
may think. His reference was to a de- 
cision of Soviet Zone authorities that 
they would only issue 1,000 travel per- 
mits to East Germans who wanted to 
attend the Munich congress. 

Communists attacked the meetings as 
a “tool of atomic armament and war 


Munich Kirchentag 





E 
Ff 


Rally Attracts 


400,000 





This was the scene in Munich as hundreds of thousands gathered to observe the 


ninth German Evangelical Church Day Congress. 
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preparations against the socialist camp, 
thus destroying even the last remnants 
of its all-German character.” 

West German church leaders had 
hoped that 30,000 Soviet Zone Protes- 
tants might attend the congress. At the 
last all-German congress, held at Frank- 
furt on Main in 1956, more than 20,000 
East Germans participated. Another 
congress had been planned for Erfurt, 
Thuringia, in the Soviet Zone, in 1957, 
but Church Day leaders called it off be- 
cause of restrictive conditions imposed 
by Communist authorities. 

Among foreign guests at the congress 
were representatives of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches and the Lutheran World 
Federation, both of which have their 
headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. 

Among prominent speakers were 
Bishop Ralph Manikam of the Tamil 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of India; 
Archbishop Jaan Kiivit, of the Lutheran 
Church of Estonia; and Dr. George F. 
MacLeod, former moderator of the 
Church of Scotland (Presbyterian). 

Dr. Reinhold von Thadden-Trieglaff 
is president of the German Church Day 
movement. Dr. Reimer Mager, of Dres- 
den in the Soviet Zone, is vice president. 

The chiming of eight bells, designed 
to be installed ultimately in the Refor- 
mation Church in Speyer, officially 
opened the congress. Cast in a Karlsruhe 
bell foundry, they were transported to 
Munich on a convoy of flatbed trailers 
made available by the U. S. Army. 

A highlight of the closing rally was 





a question and answer session broadcast 
over loudspeakers which stressed the im- 
portance of the congress theme “Ye 
Shall Be My People.” The session also 
summarized conclusions reached- by the 
“working groups.” 

Among scores of West German public 
leaders present were outgoing President 
Theodor Heuss, who hailed the Church 
Day movement as an instrument of 
“reconciliation and understanding;” and 
Vice Chancellor Ludwig Erhard, who 
brought a message of greetings from 
Chancellor Konrad Adenauer. 

Adenauer, a Roman Catholic, declared 
that with the “fundamentals of Chris- 
tianity being attacked by atheistic forces 
with unprecedented vigor, Christ‘ans of 
all confessions are called today to stand 
together more than ever.” 

Nearly all of the Congress’ closing 
events and many of the earlier ones were 
broadcast to East Germany by West 
German and West Berlin radio and tele- 
vision systems. 

Lectures and discussions were held in 
halls of the Munich exhibition ground 
and were attended by some 40,000 per- 
sons, including 3,000 from foreign 
countries. 

One of the key speakers was Dr. 
Joachim Beckmann, president of the 
Evangelical Church of the Rhineland, 
who said that while the church, by its 
essence, is “no political factor and has 
no political message, God does not relieve 
it or individual Christians of political 
responsibility.” 


*3] 
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From the President 


President Eisenhower is calling on 
Americans to observe October 7 as a 
“National Day of Prayer.” 

Eisenhower made the appeal in an 
official proclamation, the eighth annual 
such document, authorized by a Con- 

gressional resolution 
DAYS 


in 1952. October 7 
OF PRAYER 


was designated in 
order that the ob- 
servance would fall on the first Wednes- 
day of October, as in previous years, 
enabling churches to plan for the ob- 
servance. 
Here is this year's proclamation: 








Let us give thanks for the bounty of providence 
which has made possible the growth and promise 
of our land. 

Let us give thanks for the heritage of free 
inquiry, sound industry and boundless vision 
which have enabled us to advance the general 
welfare of our people to unprecedented heights. 

Let us remember that our God is the God of all 
men, that only as all men are free can liberty be 
secure for any, and that only as all prosper can 
any be content in their good fortune. 

Let us join in vigorous concern for those who 
now endure suffering of body, mind or spirit, and 
let us seek to relieve their distress and to assist 
them in their way toward health, well-being and 
enlightenment. 

Finally, let us rededicate ourselves and our 
nation to the highest loyalties which we know, 
and let us breathe deeply of the clear air of cour- 
age, preparing ourselves to meet the obligations of 
our day in trust, in gratitude and in the supreme 
confidence of men who have accomplished much 
united under God. 

















From an Admiral 


A special day of prayer (September 
15) is being proposed to coincide with 
Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev’s ar- 
rival in the United States. 

Admiral Ben Moreell, noted indus- 
trialist and an active Episcopalian lay- 
man, summoned leaders of numerous 
citizens groups (total constituency: some 
10 million) “to explore the implications 
of this visit and to attempt to ascertain 
the prevailing view of an appropriate 
posture for the American people with 
respect thereto.” 

“There was general consensus,” More- 
ell said after meeting with these leaders, 
“that while we should refrain from dem- 
onstrations of hostility, it would be right 
and proper that Mr. Khrushchev’s arrival 
in this country should be set aside as a 
day of prayer in all the churches of the 
land.” 

He also urged that all cities on Khru- 
shchev’s itinerary observe the day of his 
visit by holding special church services. 

Moreell’s prayer plea won widespread 
support from prominent clergymen. 
Among those who endorsed the project 
were evangelist Billy Graham; Dr. Fred- 
erick Brown Harris, Senate chaplain; and 
Dr. George L. Ford, executive director of 
the National Association of Evangelicals. 
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@ Thirty-five African members of the 
eccentric Matswanist sect reportedly 
died in a mob scene near Brazzaville, 
capital of the Middle Congo, last 
month. About 100 others were said 
to have been injured when police tried 
to evict the defiant Matswanists from 
a compound. 


@ Appointment of Major General 
George P. Vanier as Governor-General 
of Canada makes him the first Roman 
Catholic to hold the office. All his 


predecessors have been Anglicans. 


@ English Bishop Mervyn Stockwood 
startled Anglican ecclesiastical circles 
last month by announcing that he 
would ban the use of the 1928 com- 
munion service in all churches. In a 
letter to clergy and lay people of the 
Southwark diocese, he said “the only 
communion service I can countenance 
is that of 1662, with such minor 
deviations as are generally accepted.” 


@ Special services for Australia’s 
horse racing fraternity—believed to be 
without precedent anywhere — were 
scheduled in Roman Catholic, Angli- 
can and Presbyterian churches this 
month, marking the 10st year of 
Australian horse racing. Dr. A. Harold 
Wood, president general of the Meth- 
odist Church of Australia, said he 
opposed participation. 


@ The National Sunday School Asso- 
ciation is holding three conventions 
this year: October 7-9, San Jose, Cali- 
fornia; October 21-23, Atlanta, Geor- 
gia; November 11-13, Columbus, 
Ohio. 


@ Finishing touches are being put 
on the first Mormon chapel to be built 
in Palmyra, New York, birthplace of 
Mormonism. The chapel is located 
near Hill Cumorah, scene of an an- 
nual Mormon pageant. 


@ A bill designed to close discount 
houses and supermarkets on Sundays 
became law in Pennsylvania this 
month. 


@ New Mexico safety officials are 
calling on clergymen to put over the 
idea that drivers “should not leave 


God behind” when they enter their 
cars. 
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PANORAMA 


@ The Rev. Edmund Burritt Gallo- 
way celebrated his 100th birthday 
August 16 by attending the First 
Church of the Nazarene at Santa Ana, 
California. He sang a solo and assisted 
in the dedication of a great-grandchild. 
His son, the Rev. Fletcher Galloway, 
preached. 








@ Having secured FCC approval, the 
Evangelical Covenant Church of 
America hopes to have a 5,000-watt 
station on the air at Nome, Alaska, 
by year-end. 






@ Two nudist magazines are seeking 
federal court action which would 
compel the post office to grant them 


second class mailing privileges. 


@ Bishop Hazen G. Werner offici- 
ated at cornerstone-laying ceremonies 
for the new Methodist Theological 
School on a 70-acre campus at Strat- 
ford, Ohio this month. Buildings are 
scheduled for completion by spring at 
a cost of $2,700,000. 


@ “This Is the Life,” religious TV 
drama produced by the Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod, begins its 
eighth year this fall. The hell. hour 
weekly presentation is carried by more 
than 300 stations in the United 
States, Canada and overseas. 


@ A second contingent of young 
West Germans are taking up work in 
Norway in repentance for suffering 
caused by the Nazis in World War 
II. The project is being sponsored by 
the Evangelical Church in Germany. 


@ The Methodist Board of Temper- 
ance executive committee says it op- 
poses “at this time” union of the 
agency with the Board of Social and 
Economic Relations, which has ap- 
proved the idea of a merger, and the 
Board of World Peace, which disap- 
proved it. 


@ The Church of God school in Port- 
land, Oregon, formerly called Pacific 
Bible College, will hereafter be 
known as Warner Pacific College. 


@ The Methodist Church is making 
available a 27-minute film designed 
to help understand problems involved 
in an interfaith marriage. 
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THE DOUGLASS 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LESSONS 1960 


A Commentary on the 
International Sunday School 
Lessons 


EARL L. DOUGLASS 


Continuing in a great tradition, 
The Douglass Sunday School Les- 
sons, 1960, will again feature 
daily experience as it is affected 
and guided by the Bible. Dr. 
Douglass's strong Evangelical 
witness and clear exposition are 
an invitation to your students to 
live their religion. And you will 
find that your own teaching abil- 
ity will be expanded and im- 
proved, so that you make the 
weekly message a vital part of 
your students’ spiritual training. 
Remember, The Douglass Lessons 
feature: 





Hints to Teachers 
Audio-visual aids 
Bible text printed in full 

(King James Version) 
Topics for discussion 
Complete lesson plans 


“We believe this to be one of the 
best commentaries on the Inter- 
national Sunday School Lessons.” 
—The Bible Teacher 


“For my personal use, I find 
THE DOUGLASS SUNDAY 
SCHOOL LESSONS the most 
helpful among the many in the 
field that come to my desk.” 

Dr. DANIEL A. POLING 
in The Christian Herald 


$3.25 
The Macmillan 


60 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 11, N.Y. 











Taxes for Theology 


“The Congress reaffirms the principle 
and declares that the States and local 
communities have and must retain con- 
trol over and primary responsibility for 
public education. The national interest 
requires, however, that the Federal gov- 
ernment give assistance to education for 
programs which are important to our de- 
fense.”—National Defense Education Act. 


The deteriorating wall of separation 
between Church and State showed a new 


crack this month: 
CHURCH for the first time in 
AND STATE U. S. history, the 


————“—“—“<_ federal government 
appropriated public funds for direct aid 
to a theological seminary. 

U. S. Commissioner of Education 
Lawrence G. Derthick said New York’s 
Union Theological Seminary is getting 
five graduate fellowships in theology un- 
der provisions of the National Defense 
Education Act of 1958. 

The law does not specifically mention 
theology. But the Department of Health, 
Education, and Welfare interpreted it to 
include provision for theological study. 
Many proponents of Church-State sepa- 
ration charge that the law and its imple- 
mentation are unconstitutional. (Curis- 
TIANITY Topay expressed anxieties about 
the law in its December 8, 1958 issue.) 

The Union grant drew immediate 
criticism from Protestants and Other 
Americans United, who characterized the 
development as “another step toward 
full-fledged federal subsidy for the train- 
ing of ministers and priests,” and from 
the National Association of Evangelicals. 

“Few citizens are given enough of the 
facts to know the seriousness of the 
precedents which are being set,” said the 
Rev. Donald H. Gill, NAE assistant 
secretary of public affairs. 

The five fellowships, awarded to four 
Protestant ministers and an Army chap- 
lain, are among 997 being given to assist 
graduate students pursuing doctoral de- 
grees with the intention of becoming col- 
lege teachers. They are under the same 
program which gives Emory University 
(Methodist) three fellowships for Old 
Testament study and Dropsie College 
(Jewish) three for training in compara- 
tive religion. 

The Union students will get $6,600 
for a three-year program. The seminary 
will get up to $37,500 as compensation 
for cost of instruction. 

A POAU spokesman said his organiza- 
tion was studying the possibility of test- 
ing the legality of the grants. 


Choice Library Listings 


THE STORY 
OF CHRISTIAN 
HYMNODY 
by E. E. Ryden 


o_ 

Intriguing sketches of the lives of the 
world’s foremost hymn-writers as well as 
the circumstances surrounding develop- 
ment of their great lyrics fill this monu- 
mental new anthology. Rich in devo- 
tional content, replete in hymnological 
reference, these smoothly styled, radiant 
narratives provide a fascinating historical 
survey of music in the church—a rare 
treasury of worship, program and re- 
search material. 688 pages $5.95 


THE CLASSIC CHRISTIAN FAITH 
by Edgar M. Carlson 


Drawn from an active campus ministry, 
this vibrant new exposition of Luther's 
Small Catechism presents a sensitive sum- 
mary of religious truth, immediately and 
impressively relevant to today’s society 
and to personal life. $2.75 


THE CHILDREN’S CHOIR 
by Ruth K. Jacobs 


A veritable encyclopedia for choirmas- 
ter, minister of music, pastor and choir 
parent is this attractive new manual by 
the recognized authority on children’s 
choir work in the Protestant Church today. 
Second large printing. $4.95 






































at your book store or 


AUGUSTANA BOOK CONCERN 
ROCK ISLAND, ILLINOIS 


Please mention CurisTIANITY TODAY 


when you write to advertisers. 
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@ SCRIPTURALLY 
@ SOUND 


Beginners BIBLE STORIES 
Primary BIBLE LIGHT 
Juniors BIBLE GUIDE 
Seniors BIBLE TRUTH 
Young Adults BIBLE CRUSADER 
Teachers THE KEY 


Evangelical emphasis in 
harmony with the inspired 
Word. 

Carefully selected Bible 
expositors to write the lessons. 


CHRISTIAN REFORMED PUBLISHING HOUSE 
2850 Kalamazoo Ave., Grand Rapids 8, Michigan 


; 
; 
i Please send me samples of your Sunday School 
material. 
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I Changed My Mind About Sunday School! 


Tim F. LAHAYE, Pastor, Scott Memorial Baptist Church, San Diego, California 


“This is, without a doubt, the most 
inefficient organization I have ever 
seen. I'll let them take care of the 
Sunday School, and I'll take care of 
the church.” 


Such was my cynical attitude about 
our Sunday School after two weeks in 
a new church several years ago. The 
school was running around 90 to 100 
in attendance, and it amazed me that 
anyone bothered to come at all. 


As a firm believer in evangelism, I 
felt certain that the way to build a 
church was to preach the Gospel and 
get people saved. The Sunday School, 
I reasoned, could take care of itself. 
One year later I sat at my desk a very 
discouraged young pastor. I had just 
taken stock of our Sunday School 
situation. To my dismay I had found 
that our Sunday School had increased 
by the grand total of 10 members! 
What were we to do? 


The answer came that very day in the 
mail, although I didn’t realize it as I 
opened the envelope. It was an invi- 
tation to attend a Sunday School con- 
ference featuring Dr. Henrietta C. 
Mears, well-known Sunday School 
authority and Editor-in-Chief of Gos- 
pel Light Bible Lessons. 


I decided to attend, and invited sev- 
eral Sunday School leaders in our 
church to join me. After three days 
of informative, inspiring, Sunday 
School workshops, lectures, and mes- 
sages, all of us were literally trans- 
formed. Our outlook on Sunday 
School work was completely changed, 
and we returned to our own church 
filled with enthusiasm. We lost no 
time in putting what we had learned 
into action. 


During the next five years we had 
the joy of watching our Sunday School 
attendance grow steadily from around 
100 to close to 400. I have since 
taken another pastorate, but under- 
stand that this same Sunday School is 
now running well over 400. 


Now the important question is, what 
was the reason for this new enthusi- 
asm and growth? What did that con- 
ference do to change our outlook? 


Well, first and foremost, I, the pastor, 
saw the tremendous importance in 
Sunday School work. The leaders 
who attended with me saw it too. 
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For the first time we all realized that 
here was our greatest opportunity for 
Bible teaching. Here was the greatest 
soul-saving agency in our entire 
church program. Here, indeed, was 
the best way to reach homes for 
Christ. 


Here was the greatest training center, 
and here was the place where more 
lives were to be dedicated to the mis- 
sion field than anywhere else. 


We decided that if Sunday School 
had the potential for the most fruit, 
it was worthy of the most work. In 
these busy days, no Christian can 
spend his time without getting proper 
return for the Lord. We realized that 
the best place to make our lives count 
for Christ was the Sunday School. 
There we could invest our lives in 
other lives, and these in turn would 
be invested in still other lives. 


It was revolutionary for me as a pas- 
tor to realize that I didn’t have to lead 
every soul in our church program to 
Christ single-handed. I very quickly 
saw that a consecrated Sunday School 
teacher, with only a small flock, was 
in a much better position to reach 
them for Christ than I was. For this 
reason I concentrated on helping 
teachers learn how to become good 
shepherds, able to bring many into the 
fold and keep them from straying with 
efficient, effective, teaching of the 
Word. 


The second factor, then, in the growth 
of our Sunday School was teacher 
training. At the Sunday School Con- 
ference that gave us our new vision, 
proper training of teachers and 
staff was strongly emphasized. We 
launched our own teacher training 
program, and even had a Sunday 


School Conference in our own church 
on a minor scale. 

This gave confidence and “know- 
how” to teachers who previously 
never dreamed it possible that they 
could teach, but who secretly wished 
they could. 

The better trained our teachers were, 
the higher the standards of our Sun- 
day School. It seems a complete 
circle: the better trained and more 
enthusiastic the teacher, the more 
interesting the class; the more inter- 
esting the class, the more children 
who attend; the more children attend- 
ing, the more enthusiastic the teacher. 


The Sunday School has no problem 
in getting visitors to attend. The main 
problem is making the lessons inter- 
esting enough so visitors will come 
back. 


The third factor was our change to 
closely graded Sunday School ma- 
terials that helped train our teachers, 
giving them confidence, and making 
their Bible teaching interesting to all 
of the age groups in our Sunday 
School. 


The fourth factor was another signifi- 
cant change in my own attitude. I 
hesitate to say this for fear of being 
misunderstood, but a pastor’s attitude 
sets the pace for the entire church. 


If the pastor is not concerned about 
the Sunday School, the church mem- 
bers will not be concerned. If the 
pastor is concerned, he can use the 
Sunday School as illustrative material 
in his messages, and occasionally 
exalt Sunday School teachers as an 
example of “good works” in the 
Christian life. 

Through these and other methods he, 
week by week, can mold the congre- 
gation into a Sunday School-minded 
church. This, in turn, enthuses the 
workers on the staff so that they do 
better work, and it makes it much 
easier to secure additional workers as 
needed. Without any question, the 
pastor is the key to the Sunday 
School. 

Pastors are frugal with their time, and 
they may well ask the question, 
“What results can I expect if I invest 
myself in the Sunday School?” I think 
there are four: 


One result is the salvation of many 
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souls. The better the Sunday School, 
the more who will attend; the more 
who attend, the more who will be 
converted. National figures record 
that 85 per cent of all church con- 
verts come from the Sunday School. 


A second result is mature Christian 
leaders. Leaders are trained, not 
born. The Sunday School is the best 
training ground the church has. I am 
convinced that, because of the diversi- 
fication of duties, anyone who really 
wants to serve the Lord can find some 
place to do it in the Sunday School. 
In exercising his talents toward the 
fulfillment of Sunday School duties, 
he is automatically training himself 
for additional offices throughout the 
church. 


Result number three is a faster grow- 
ing church. I have never met a 
preacher who was not interested in 
increasing the size of his church. 
Nothing does this as consistently as a 
good Sunday School. I know of rela- 
tively few churches that are being 
built today because of tremendous 
preaching in the pulpit. I do know, 
however, that across America many 
churches are growing by leaps and 
bounds because of an efficient, pro- 
gressive Sunday School. 


A fourth important result is that en- 
tire families can be reached for Christ. 
As soon as our Sunday School started 
to improve, we saw parents start to 
come to church with their children 
instead of merely sending them. More 
Christian homes were definitely estab- 
lished in our community because of 
our rejuvenated Sunday School. 


As a final word for all fellow pastors, 
it is my studied opinion that next to 
our responsibility to “preach the 
Word” is our responsibility to build 
a strong Sunday School that can 
“teach the Word” as well. Truly, in 
building a strong Sunday School we 
are building a strong church, for the 
honor and glory of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 
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To help you build a strong church 
through more effective Bible teaching 
in your Sunday School, send for the 
new full color filmstrip, “Johnny, 
Don’t Do That”. It presents a dra- 
matic picture of the spiritual growth 
of a normal boy, and his Sunday 
School’s effect on his life. Use it free 
for your next teaching staff meeting. 
Please state whether you require 
sound on 33-1/3 LP record or on 
tape, and give your first and second 
choice of dates. See your authorized 
Gospel Light supplier or write Gospel 
Light Publications, Dept. CT89, 
Glendale 5, California or Mound, 
Minnesota. 
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BURMA CHRISTIANS CHART EVANGELISTIC GAINS 


Amid Burma’s changing _ political 
scene, an alert Christian minority, pre- 
dominantly Baptist, is today probing 
new opportunities for evangelistic wit- 
ness. A leisurely 75-minute flight from 
Bangkok, which brought visiting World 
Vision speakers to Rangoon just 146 


years to the day 
SPECIAL after Adoniram 
REPORT 


Judson’s arrival, 
——es CONntrasted with the 
tedious route of many delegates, some 
fording treacherous streams and coming 
by river boat, others trekking days on 
foot through rugged mountain passes 
until at last they reached Insein. There 
Karen Theological Seminary opened its 
new centenary memorial auditorium 
July 13-17 in advance of dedication to 
accommodate 815 delegates and 300 ad- 
ditional unregistered workers from Ran- 
goon who shaped Burma’s most repre- 
sentative meeting of Christian workers 
not only racially but geographically 
and denominationally. Burma Christian 
Council sponsored the four-day conclave, 
and featured the ordination of John 
Thetgyi, its erstwhile lay associate secre- 
tary, with Dr. Paul Rees speaking. 
General Ne Win’s Burma army, in 
power since the fall of U Nu’s govern- 
ment in October and pledged to free 
elections, in a gesture of good will en- 
tertained World Vision speakers and na- 
tional Christian leaders at a 10-course 
dinner, invited the entire conference to 
tea and a command performance of Bur- 
mese singers and musicians seldom seen 
outside the royal court, and procured the 
large turtle dome of Rangoon Univer- 
sity’s engineering college for a final 
evangelistic rally. In the absence of Dr. 
Bob Pierce, Dr. Richard Halverson, who 
has labored six summers with Pierce in 
Asian conferences, addressed the con- 
gregation of 2500, some 200 responding 
to the call for decision and dedication. 
Burma’s army has improved govern- 
ment efficiency, reduced bribery and 
corruption, cleaned up the towns, 
checked profiteering and vigorously op- 
posed communism in a semi-socialist 
state. Although Burma was first to rec- 
ognize neighboring Red China in 1949, 
it supported U.N. intervention in Korea, 
pursues studied neutrality between East 
and West, and aims to maintain consti- 
tutional government. While the nation 
is dominantly (85 per cent) Buddhist, 
with widespread animism in the hill 
country, the army recently has encour- 
aged gatherings of entrenched religion to 


denounce communism and promises them 


all fair treatment. The present govern- 
ment senses the spiritual nature of the 
clash with communism. The new con- 
stitution gives Buddhism special place in 
the life of the state, although not as a 
state religion, and grants freedom of wor- 
ship. There is liberty to preach any- 
where, and to teach the Bible in Chris- 
tian schools. Even government schools 
permit Bible teaching if enough Chris- 
tian students are enrolled. 

In the face of this situation Christian 
leaders voice dual concern. Aware that 
the Christian movement lags in exploit- 
ing prospects, they are eager to ma- 
terialize opportunity without reducing 
churches to instruments of government. 

Many fear that when the country re- 
turns to normal party government the 
gains in honesty and discipline achieved 
through military compulsion will evapo- 
rate slowly through lack of spiritual 
dedication. Whether Buddhism as a 
unifying tradition, with its emphasis on 
moral law and order, carries sufficient 
vitality to contravene subtle Communist 
influences also remains to be seen. 
Burma owes her social institutions, eco- 
nomic development, and civil liberties to 
Britain more than to Buddha. 

In a land about the size of Texas, left 
in shambles by World War II, 13 mil- 
lion Burmans, 3 million Karens, 1 mil- 
lion Shans and smaller groups of Chins 
and Kachins are the indigenous groups 
with 800,000 Indians and Pakistanis and 
300,000 Chinese contributing to the 11 
main language groups with 126 subsid- 
iary dialects. Burman is the language of 
the public schools, and three in four non- 
Burmans understand it; the educated use 
English (dating from British conquest) 
almost interchangeably. 

The Christian movement represents 
but three per cent of the population, 
and includes only 10,000 converts from 
Buddhism. Most converts come from the 
hill country where animism prevails. 
The language barrier and limited train- 
ing of many workers doubtless levelled 
some of World Vision’s challenge. 
Whereas half the delegates to the Ma- 
layan pastors’ conference understood 
English, only 10 per cent in Burma did, 
and those who did not understand Bur- 
mese required a second translation. The 
sessions saw Bibles open in 30 languages. 

The pastors’ conference daily schedule 
began with group prayer meetings from 
5:30 to 6 am. Then at 7:30 came 
Bible study led by Dr. Carl F. H. Henry; 
8:40-9:40, Dr. K. C. Han of Korea, on 
effective preaching; (Cont'd on page 40) 
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“. . -if bis son ask bread, will he give him a stone?” 


SCRIPTURE PRESS 
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Are you satisfied with the spiritual content 
of your Sunday School lesson material? 


Does it present the Gospel in its truth 

and simplicity . . . as the answer to all 
of life’s problems? Is God’s infallible and 
authoritative Word the sum and substance 


If the lessons don’t measure 
Bible teaching . . . why not 


There is destiny in childhood decisions. 
Decisions for this life—and for eternity— 
are at stake. The responsibility is great. If 
you feel that the eternal truths of God’s 
Word are more important than the birds 
and the bees, then you'll appreciate Scrip- 
ture Press lessons which are centered 
around the Person and work of the Lord 
Jesus. Thousands of Bible-believing 
teachers in many denominations have 
found these lessons timely, interesting, 


Name 
ee 
City 

Church name 


I E enretedesnmereneineenneniamenppens i 


Position in $.S.._.__ESESSFFFEFséD pt. CTA-89 


of every lesson? Or are the lessons filled 
with trivialities that don’t even interest 
today’s young people—let alone instruct 
them in the eternal truths of God? 


up to your standards of true 
do something about it now? 


teachable—"‘true to the faith once de- 
livered.” 

“Scripture Press lessons are the sanest, 
soundest, most Scriptural lessons that we 
have ever used,” writes a Texas teacher. 
“We praise the Lord for the way the Lord 
Jesus is exalted and the manner in which 
His wonderful salvation is set forth, and 


the tremendous challenges presented to 
believers.” 


Scripture Press lessons are: 


e Christ-centered, exalting Jesus as God's Son and 
our Saviour and Lord 


« Scripturally sound, based on God's authoritative 
and infallible Word 


. OR | e Pupil-related, applying the timeless, unchanging 


truths of God’s Word to the needs and interests of 
pupils at each age-leve 

« Departmentally graded for greatest practicality. 
All phases of the teaching period are correlated— 
adaptable to varied learning abilities 

* Timely, freshly edited and printed each quarter 
to keep up to date with our fast-changing world 

¢ Educationally sound, to make your teaching of 
vitally important Bible truths most effective 
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Gideons in Dallas ee eS es.) Te re ce 
More than 1,000 persons attended the 


annual convention of the Gideons Inter- i - - 
national in Dallas, Texas, July 21-26. i as Se eet Ieee 














































The Gideons, who number some 19,000 


—_—_ in the United States 
RELIGIOUS and 47 other lands, SOUTHERN CROSS 
ASSEMBLAGES te dedicated to 


Bible distribution. 


In the 60 years since the founding of NEW 
their organization, they have placed some \ 4 (| 4 \ Y F DOCUMENTARY 
42 million Bibles in hotels, motels, mae 


schools, colleges, hospitals, prisons, and 
military establishments. 


‘New Approach’ ek - ry ont Widé Pictures Release 


At Pacific Grove, California, the Gen- 
eral Convention of the New Jerusalem 
in the U. S. A. CSwedenborgian) voted 
at its annual meeting last month to make 
a “new approach” to the National Coun- 
cil of Churches. The convention had 
previously considered joining the NCC, 
but plans never materialized. 





llth Congress 


Youth for Christ International held its 
llth World Youth Congress in Mexico 
City this month. More than 3,000 dele- 
gates and visitors were on hand for an 
opening rally. An evangelistic thrust 
characterized the two-week congress. 
Plans were made to send out teams of 
t workers for gospel crusades in at least 

a score of Mexican cities. 


Evangelical Methodists — : Ue ie 
led : Te ea aL 
aa The fourteenth annual General Con- reer att 


en ference of the Evangelical Methodist 


NEW ZEALAND, 1959 
Church drew a record number of more 











than 500 registrants. Held at Salem, _~ . % ce es 2 
Virginia last month, the conference voted ; 

ue ‘ . 7 crt pea 

° to employ a full-time youth director, the 

Wi: Rev. Everett Ashton. ak 

de- . : . . a 
A Happy Ending? 8 vee sue.asee 4 Cumistemuncn 

est, The World Presbyterian Alliance went ae nee ee ee i 

“ on record at its 18th General Council ' A moving and compre. _ World Wide Pictures . P.0. Box 1055, Sherman Oaks, Calif. 

os «s favoring the drawing up of a new hensive coverage of the Please reserve SOUTHERN CROSS CRUSADE for I 

a statement on the Reformed faith “articu- history-making Crusade our church. I understand a Film Representative will 

a lated in the language of our day.” i in Australia and New present the picture and an offering will be received 

an Talent th July 26-A he Zealand, called by many for the Billy Graham Film Ministry. i 

; 0 sinest “88 e me r - A ugus the most remarkable Ist choice date 2nd choice date ird choice date 

ae in Sao aulo (where concurrent t religious event of this | 1 cd 

celebrations marked the centennial of generation, ee nnn 
Brazilian Presbyterianism) pledged 
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tion’s budget to allow for expanded ac- 
tivity; (2) reaffirmed a statement adopted 
by the 1954 council expressing willing- 
YOUTH PRAYER, by ness to subordinate their own interests to 
Harold | Dorethy Ewing, those of the ecumenical movement; and 
is an excellent “back te p (3) received as the 77th member of the 
nme pon nye t | alliance the Presbyterian Church in the 
quotations, helps young people keep in Republic of Korea. 

— - e as — Dr. Ralph Waldo Lloyd, president of 
extra per copy. Order from . Maryville (Tenn.) College, was elected 


president of the alliance. The only other 
BChexUpperahool me candidate was Dr. Joseph Hromadka, 
The world's moet widely used 9 otto who withdrew his candidacy. 
1908 Grand Avenue C Hromadka, a World Council of 
| Churches leader and wartime lecturer at 
Princeton Theological Seminary, is dean 
of the Amos Comenius Theological Fac- 
ulty in Prague, Czechoslovakia. He has 
frequently been labeled an apologist for 
the Communist regime in his country. 

Hromadka denied before newsmen in 
Sao Paulo that he was a Communist. He 
said that although communism’s atheism 
“weakens” the authority of the church, 
it also challenges churches to “purify 
themselves.” He added: 

“The Communists say that religion is 
the expression of obscurantism and reac- 
tion. But, in their contact with me, they 

‘How is it possible that you, being 
a religious man, are not a reactionary?” 
Our methods of action are causing con- 
fusion among the Communists who are 
trying to revise their attitude towards 
religious people. It will be a long, slow 
process, but there will be a happy ending 


as far as we are concerned.” 


be the oldest world-wide confessional 

Daye, organization in Protestantism with 45 
of of tts million constituents. 

“eho Delegates (1) doubled the organiza- 
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“CHRIST IN THE 
TABERNACLE” 


@ PART 1—45 frames. Introduction and back- 
ground—the camp of Israel—the Tabernacle 
its general construction and coverings. 

@ PART 2—56 frames. The Brazen Altar, 
Laver—interior of the Holy Place and the 
Holy of Holies. 

Both filmstrips with guide— 
only $10.00 per set 
Write for List of 16mm. Motion Pictures 
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The Bible Institute of Los Angeles 
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| Department Gardena, California 





A talk to children for 
every Sunday of the 
year. All are Christ- 
centered, true to the 
Bible. All teach no- 
blest habits and stim- 
ulate Christian char- 
acter. Price $2.50 
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Coptic Concern 













when you write to advertisers. 

Leaders of the state Coptic 
church in Ethiopia view with con- 
cern signs of growing cooperation 
between their government and the 
Soviet Union. 

They wonder if a new joint 
trade and economic pact between 
the two nations may result in a 
possible change in the Ethiopian 
government’s traditionally pro- 
Christian outlook. The state Coptic 
church proudly connects its history 
with the conversion of the eunuch 
recorded in the book of Acts. 

Missionaries in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopian capital, say they are still 
“as free as ever” to preach the Gos- 
pel and report that a strong evan- 
gelical church is growing under 
national Christian leaders. 
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“IN TIMES LIKE THESE” 

Why? ... A spirit filled message bound 
to bring an awakening in the layman’s 
heart. 70 mins. $25.00 
““MAGNIFICENT ADVENTURE” 
Why? ... A revelation of the spirit filled 
life of the Apostle Paul. 80 mins. $22.50 
Secure These and All Religious Films from 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH CINEMA 

FILM LIBRARY 
279 Keswick Avenue, Glenside, Pa. 

ASK FOR FREE 175 PAGE FILM CATALOGUE 










WORKERS WITH THE BLIND 


WANTED: Teachers and administrators for pioneer 
work in Middle East; candidates who understand sig- 
nificance of the Christian Gospel in blindness preven- 
tion and cure. Address: 

WELFARE OF BLIND, INC. 
A Christian Agency for the Sightless of the Middle East 
4813 Woodway Lane, N.W., Washington 16, D. C. 


Contributions Solicited 
(Contributions deductible for Federal Income Tax) 
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Probing Marxism 


Upon their return home last month 
from a four-week tour of Russia, Czecho- 
slovakia, and China, six Australian Prot- 
-_——o———— estant clergymen is- 

FOREIGN sued a statement 

which was promptly 

Tours branded by fellow 
churchmen as unduly optimistic. 

The visiting clergymen included a 
Baptist, two Methodists, and two Pres- 
byterians, plus a Churches of Christ 
educator. 

The statement said “there seems to be 
a genuine conviction on the part of 
Christian people that it is possible to be 
a believing and practicing Christian in 
a Communist state.” 

In all three countries, the statement 
said, there was evidence that the church 
“appreciated the efforts of the state to 
improve the lot of the common man.” 

The statement was challenged by Dr. 
Malcolm Mackay, Presbyterian minister 
and master of Besser College in the 
University of New South Wales. Mac- 
kay suggested that the churchmen, in 
making the visits, had played into the 
hands of the Communists, “who want to 
exploit the churches’ enormous desire for 


peace, brotherhood, frankness and under- 
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Free, with each Slide Set or Filmstrip, MANUAL 
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standing.” He urged that Australian 
Protestants set up a special commission to 
investigate “all aspects” of the situation 
of the Christian churches in Communist 
countries. 


Queen at Church 
Queen Elizabeth, expecting her third 


child, attended worship services on four 
of the six Sundays she and Prince Philip 
spent in Canada. 

Plans for the Queen to attend a Sun- 
day service at the Anglican Cathedral in 
Whitehorse, Yukon Territory, were can- 
celled when she suffered what was de- 


‘scribed as a “stomach upset.” 


The royal couple spent Sunday, July 
12, at a mountain lake retreat in British 
Columbia. Anglican Dean James C. Jol- 
ley flew from Kamloops to hold an in- 
formal service in a lodge dining room. 

Both missed church on Sunday, July 
5, while travelling from Port Sound, 
Ontario, to Chicago. 

They attended Sunday morning serv- 
ices on June 21 at St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church in Gaspe, Quebec, and on July 
26 at St. Mark’s Anglican Church in 
Port Hope, Ontario. On June 28 they 
attended a late afternoon service at Syd- 
enham Street United Church in Kings- 
ton, Ontario. 
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This compilation by Harry Dixon 
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BURMA CHRISTIANS 


9:50-10:50, Dr. 
Rees, on stewardship. After lunch came 


(Cont'd from p. 35) 


the 1:30-2:30 hour with Bishop En- 
rique Sobrepena of the Philippines, on 
evangelism. After tea came the after- 
noon discussion hour, and after dinner, 
the evening meeting, addressed by Dr. 
Halls erson or Dr. Rees. he team sched- 
ule was so rigorous in Burma weather 
that World Vision marimba soloist Jack 
Conner (with Xavier Cugat’s orchestra 
before his conversion) suffered a heart 
attack and was hospitalized. Arriving as 
lay helpers to the team were Jack John- 
ston and William Yinger of Oklahoma. 

In most of Asia Christianity is de- 
nominationally diverse, but in Burma 
the Baptists predominate much as do 
Korea. 
number other Protestants 20 to 1 and 
Roman Catholics 2 to 1. 


Presbyterians in Baptists out- 
outnumber 
With 200,000 baptized church members, 
the Baptist community is estimated at 
400,000 to 500,000. Rangoon has 23 
Baptist churches. Burma Divinity School 
(Baptist) has an enrollment of 109. 
Despite favorable prospects in Burma, 
Protestantism does not fully rise to the 
opportunity. Christian schools lack ade- 
quate Bible teaching. Some centers open 


WE UNSURPASSED MS AIDS I FOR MD SUNDAY MN SCHOOL MN SUCCESS EE 
THE NEW BIBLE COMMENTARY 


DAVIDSON, STIBBS & KEVAN,. 
of the world’s leading Bible scholars, this distinctively evangelical one- 
commentary is new and fresh and makes the 
Bible plain to the average reader. 


girls of 7 





in every home. 
dren will love it and read it” 





volume Bible 


Be 
SY by Catherine F. Vos 


This “best summary of the Bible in story form” easily read by boys and 
12 years, covers both Old and New Testaments in clear, 
readable type and includes Index, Pronunciation and Scripture Guides 
The work of a trained teacher, “this truly magnificent work should be 
Parents and teachers will find it invaluable. 


With over 100 pictures, 
uncommon vividness, 
gives both a brief 





to Gospel preaching are neglected. Some 
pulpits neglect Bible teaching, and theo- 
logical roots need deepening. Evange- 
listic and pastoral concern needs to be 
sensitized. Backsliders have drifted from 
the churches due to lack of follow-up. 
Moral life has slipped in some churches 
in the aftermath of World War II. 
Drinking, gambling, border smuggling, 
opium growing and trading, bribery, 
sub-Christian home life, and even sexual 
laxity have cropped up here and there 
as social vices which Christian leaders 
now challenge with fresh earnestness. 
World Vision leaders spurred Burma’s 
workers to deeper devotion to the Word 
of God; to fuller understanding of stew- 
ardship, including the stewardship of 
time; to new evangelistic concern in the 
face of Burma’s special opportunity; to 
deeper self-discipline and sanctification; 
and to a fuller look at the divergence 
between Christian and Communist views 
of life. The Burma churches presented 
World Vision with a sacrificial offering 
of $1,000 to help support 12,000 
orphans it assists in Korea. Christian 
workers began to talk hopefully of an 
evangelistic crusade in Rangoon. The 
Christian task force in Burma, if set 
aflame in its mission, could help count 
decisively for Asia’s destiny. C.F.H.H. 


Based on the careful 
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Now with 


portraits in sepia by Nor- 
man Matheis and 24 ac- 
tion-filled colored pictures 
by Dirk Gringhuis 


—Sunday School Times. 


study of fifty 


“The entire volume breathes an at- 
mosphere of freshness, of new approaches, of the enthusiastic desire to 
get to the meaning of the text” —Dr. Wilbur M. Smith. 
1199 Double-Column Pages: 
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Westmont College is dedicated to excellence 
in liberal arts education within the context of 
Christian principle and spiritual values. 


EDUCATION FOR LIFE... 


Fully accredited, Westmont integrates academic 
instruction with living on its highest plane. 
“Christ Pre-eminent” is not only a motto but 
a motivation for life. 
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WM. B. 


introduction to archaeological 
mamy historical allusions in the Scriptures. 


some previously unpublished, which illumine the Bible times with 
this excellent popular presentation is an outstanding book bargain. “It 
research and, at the same time, illustrates 
It should be very helpful to the Sunday school 
teacher who wishes to show his class how the Bible is seen when placed in its cultural setting” 


—Dr. Merrill C, Tenney. Only $3.50 
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Alcohol and Law 


Should use of alcoholic beverages be 
restricted aboard commercial planes? 

The question had the attention of both 
the executive and legislative branches of 
the government this month. 

A House subcommittee held hearings 


on proposed legislation which would ban 
liquor from com- 
GAINS 


mercial flights en- 
AND LOSSES 


tirely, then favor- 
ably reported one of 
10 similar bills now before Congress. 
The Federal Aviation Agency, mean- 
while considered adoption of a ruling 
which would restrict consumption of 
liquor in flight to the limited amount 
served by hostesses and stewards. The 
ruling would impose civil penalties on 
persons who drank from their own sup- 
ply and on airlines which served a pas- 
senger who “either is or appears to be 
intoxicated.” 


‘The Son of God’ 


A New York corporation plans to 
spend an estimated 30 million dollars on 
a film to portray the life of Christ. 

William Free, board chairman of 
newly-organized Parliament Pictures Cor- 
poration, has been working for eight 
years on a script. The cast will number 
50,000, with 150 principal parts. 

Free said the cast and director have 
not yet been chosen. But the actor who 
is to play Christ, he explained, will re- 
main anonymous. 

The four-hour film, titled “The Son 
of God,” is to be premiered simultane- 
ously in six countries during Christmas 
week, 1960. 

It presumably will be the most costly 
film ever produced. Free said one-third 
of the profits will go to religious and 
other charities. 

He added that many denominational 
leaders, Catholic and Protestant, have 
acted as advisers in script preparation. 





Amish Appeal 
A group of Amish leaders are appeal- 


ing to the federal government for exemp- 
tion from social security taxes. They 
petitioned the Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare in Washington 
last month after having been told that a 
bill to grant them such an exemption has 
little chance of passage during this ses- 
sion of Congress. 

“Our faith has always been sufficient 
to meet our needs as they came about,” 
the petition said, “and we feel the pres- 
ent social security laws are an infringe- 
ment on our responsibilities.” 









Deaths: Dr. Charles Tudor Leber, 
60, general secretary of the Commis- 
sion on Ecumenical Mission and Re- 
lations of the United Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A., in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, while attending the General 
Council of the World Presbyterian 
Alliance . . . the Rt. Rev. Henry St. 
George Tucker, 85, former presiding 
bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, in Richmond, Virginia . . . 
Dr. Arthur William Klinck, 59, chair- 
man of the department of historical 
theology at Concordia Seminary, St. 
Louis . . . Dr. Isaac Halevi Herzog, 
70, chief rabbi of Israel, in Jerusalem 
. the Rev. George Bolton, pastor 
and director of Christian Herald's 
Bowery Mission, in New York. 

















Resignation: As president of the 
San Francisco Conservative Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Dr. John 


Dunkin. 









Appointments: As _ president of 
California Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary, Dr. C. Adrian Heaton, head of 
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the department of Christian educa- 
tion at Eastern Baptist Seminary . . . 
as associate pastor of Bream Memorial 
Presbyterian Church in Charleston, 
West Virginia, the Rev. Robert B. 
McNeill. 


Election: As president of Gideons 
International, H. S. Armerding. 


Quotes: “Sin may be an old-fash- 
ioned word, but we need more plain 
talk about God, the Bible and Chris- 
tian conviction.” — Methodist Bishop 
Arthur ]. Moore, addressing a regional 
laymen’s conference at Lake Juna- 
luska, North Carolina .. . “It would 
be an invaluable asset to be able to 
send throughout the world colored 
church leaders, missionaries, teachers, 
doctors and administrators to the col- 
ored peoples—men who already be- 
cause of the color of their skin, preach 
the Gospel of equality before God.”— 
Dr. N. Arne Bendtz of Augustana 


Theological Seminary, addressing a 
missionary conference in St. Paul, 
Minnesota. 


A Nationwide Home Missionary Society supporting fully 
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BOOK OF THE MONTH 


(Cont'd from page 15) was in the middle 
of the people. The beautiful invocation 
of Numbers 10:35,36 is quoted by David 
in Psalm 68:1 and in Solomon’s prayer 
of dedication in Il Chronicles 6:41 (cf. 
Ps. 132:8). It 


precious invocation in Israel. 


doubtless became a 


REBELLIONS 


But familiarity breeds contempt and the 
generation that refused the leading of the 
Lord at Kadesh Barnea rebelled many 
times both before and after that experi 
ence. They tired of their situation. 
After all, they had been used to plenty 
and security in Egypt. Now they had to 
adapt to nomad life in the edges of the 
desert and the oases of the Sinai penin- 
sula. In Egypt they had security with 
slavery and surely could not worship God 
as they pleased. The Egyptian state was 
totalitarian and the king was God. In 
the wilderness, on the other hand, they 
could worship God according to their 
conscience and they had freedom, but 
with privation. Many there were who 
would look back at Egypt and be willing 
to sell their soul for a mess of pottage. 

The individual rebellions recounted in 
Numbers cannot be treated in detail. At 
one time Miriam and Aaron grew en- 
vious of Moses because of his Ethiopian 
wife — apparently she was his second 
wife and quite possibly a Negro! His 
first wife may or may not have been 
living. Moses, the record says, did not 
defend himself, but God severely re- 
buked the pair for their actions. Num- 
bers 12:6 is a remarkable divine com- 
mendation of Moses the great head of 
the prophetic line and type of “that 
Prophet” who was yet to come. God 
evidently spoke with Moses in great in- 
timacy. Truly he was a chosen vessel. 
Some have taken exception to Numbers 
12:3 where Moses is said to have been 
very meek. They say that Moses could 
not have written this or he would not 
have been meek! But customs differ in 
reporting such matters. Paul says about 
the same thing in Acts 20:19 and no 
offence is taken. 

Sometime after the disaster at Kadesh 
Barnea came the rebellion of Korah, 
Dathan, and Abiram. The rebellion was 
strong and a rather complete record is 
given of it in chapters 16 and 17. Korah’s 
men were consumed by fire from the Lord 
when they approached with their in- 
cense. And Dathan and Abiram and such 
of the congregation as stood with them 
were buried alive as the earth opened 
under them (went down “quick into the 


42° 


pit” merely means “buried alive.” There 
is no thought of a passageway to some 
underworld region). Another famous in- 
cident of rebellion is given in chapter 20 
when the people murmured for lack of 
water. Such an incident is also recorded 
in Exodus 17 and some have argued that 
these are two accounts of the same inci- 
dent. But it seems supercritical to feel 
that in 40 years of wilderness sojourning 
the people could not have complained 
about the lack of water more than once! 

The rebellion at Kadesh Barnea was 
the most decisive of all. The story is 
brief, but the consequence of their lack 
of faith was 40 years of trouble. The 
people were encamped in the wilderness 
of Paran south of the area called the 
Negeb which Israel is developing today. 
The Lord told Moses to send out spies, 
one for each tribe, for a reconnaissance 
mission to gauge the resources of the 
land and the best way of attack. All 
the spies agreed that the land was at- 
tractive. All agreed that it included mary 
well-fortified independent city _ states. 
The only difference was that Caleb and 
Joshua believed that the Lord was able 
to give them the land; the others did not. 
It would seem that the Israelites were as 
able to take the land of Palestine on the 
first attempt as later. 


CONQUEST AND BALAAM 


The conquest of Transjordan is given 
briefly in Numbers 21. In early times, 
the Amorite kingdoms of northern 
Transjordan had pressed down into the 
territory of Moab dispossessing the Moab- 
ites and driving them to the south of the 
Arnon canyon. Israel, in pitched battles 
with Sihon and Og, kings of the Amor- 
ites, won all this territory north of the 
Arnon valley which is at about the 
middle of the Dead Sea. The record of 
this conquest is repeated more exten- 
sively in Deuteronomy 2 and 3 and 
Jephthah repeats the same story in Judges 
11 when the Moabites laid claim to this 
area 300 years later. Interestingly, Num- 
bers 21:28, 29 are quoted in Jeremiah 
49:45, 46 in connection with Jeremiah’s 
woes upon Moab. This section, said to 
be “from those that speak in proverbs,” 
can only refer to the political situation 
before Israel invaded. The short songs 
in Numbers 21:14, 15 and 17, 18 also 
probably refer to this period of conquest. 
Verse 14 does not seem to speak of the 
Red Sea experience. “Sea” is not in the 
Hebrew. Septuagint and other evidence 
favors a translation something like the 
following: “It is said in the book of the 
wars of the Lord, a fire flamed in Suphah 
and in the brooks of Arnon.” W. F. Al- 


bright holds that verse 17 is only a title 
of the song mentioned (Hebrew Union 
College Annual, 1950-51, p. 7). 

The time in Transjordan included the 
interesting contact with Balaam. We 
know little enough about him. He was 
from Aram, the mountains of the East 
(23:7), for example, hinter Syria. He 
was from the land of the children of 
Ammo (22:5, Hebrew). This place ap- 
parently can now be identified from the 
Idrimi inscription of about 1450 B.C. 
as a place in Syria near Aleppo (W. F. 
Albright, Bulletin of the 
Schools of Oriental April 
1950, p. 15). It has been much dis- 
puted whether Balaam was a worshiper 
of the true God outside of Israel like 
Melchizedek, or whether he was a 
heathen soothsayer through whom God 
truly spoke on this occasion. The latter 
is perhaps the easier to maintain since 
Balaam was later slain among the Midian- 
ites who had seduced the Israelites to go 
after idols (Num. 25 and 31:8). 

The messages of Balaam first speak in 


American 
Research, 


general terms of God’s blessings upon 
Israel. It is of interest that Balaam 
quotes the old Abrahamic blessing (Num. 
24:9; Gen. 12:3). Had he some contact 
with the Abrahamic tradition? Or was 
this a common proverbial way of giving 
a benediction? At last Balaam gets more 
specific. The prediction of a star from 
Jacob and a scepter from Israel had its 
fulfilment in all of the victories of Israel 
and the Davidic dynasty, but is to be 
fully fulfilled in the Messianic King of 
whom David was but a type. 

The final chapters are somewhat paral- 
lel with the end of Deuteronomy. Num- 
bers 27:12-23 gives the preparation for 
Moses’ death which took place only after 
the farewell addresses of Moses were 
given to the last assembly as recorded in 
Deuteronomy. As in the central portion 
of Deuteronomy, so here, there are 
various laws especially for the offerings 
and feasts (Num. 28 to 30). The ar- 
rangement was concluded for Reuben 
and Gad and half of Manasseh to stay in 
Transjordan but to send a contingent 
to assist in the invasion of Palestine 
(Num. 32). Chapter 33 is a summary 
of the places where Israel had encamped 
in the trek through Sinai. Of all the 
places mentioned it seems that only 
about two, Ezion Geber and Punon 
(modern Feinan) can be identified with 
any certainty. Finally, the boundaries of 
Palestine proper which Israel was to in- 
herit are given in chapter 34. As in the 
Abrahamic promises, the boundaries go 
north as far as Hamath near “the great 
river, the river Euphrates.” Only in the 
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heyday of David and 


Israel’s control actually 


Solomon did 
extend this far. 
But the biblical promised land includes 
what we speak of as Palestine, Trans- 
jordan, and Syria as well. The book of 
Numbers mainly is the record of Israel's 
preparations to enter this promised land. 


OUTLINE 
I. Preparations to leave Sinai (1:1 to 
10:10). 
A. First numbering of the host (1 
to 4). 


B. Miscellaneous laws and _ ordi- 
nances (5 to 10:10). 
Il. From Sinai to Kadesh Barnea (10: 
11 to 14:45). 
A. The order of march (10). 
B. Rebellions by the way. Taberah, 
the Quails, Miriam’s leprosy, 
the Defeat at Kadesh (11-14). 
II]. Wilderness wanderings (15 to 21: 
20). 
A. Various laws (15). 
B. Korah’s rebellion against Aaron’s 
priesthood (16-18). 
C. Ordinance of red heifer (19). 
D. Moses’ sin, Aaron’s death, and 
the fiery serpents (20 to 21). 
IV. Conquests in Transjordan (21:21 


to 25). 
A. Conquest of Sihon and Og 
(21). 


B. Balaam’s prophecy (22 to 24). 

C. Mixing with Midian (25). 

V. Preparation to enter Palestine (26 

to 36). 

A. Second numbering and appoint- 

ment of Joshua (26 to 27). 

B. Laws of offerings, 
vows (28 to 30). 
Further war with Midian (31). 
Inheritance of two and a half 
tribes in Transjordan (32). 
Summary of the 
journeys (33). 

F. Arrangements for settlement in 


Palestine (34 to 36). 


feasts, and 


9 


wilderness 


LITERATURE 


Helpful literature on Numbers is not 
abundant. The standard commentaries of 
Keil and Delitzsch, Lange, and Calvin 
are good. The special study of W. F. 
\lbright, “The Oracles of Balaam,” 
lournal Biblical Literature, LXIII, 1944, 
pp. 207-233 should be mentioned. It 
maintains the antiquity of this section. 
An excellent treatment is given by Allan 
\. MacRae in The New Bible Com- 
mentary, edited by F. Davidson, Inter- 
Varsity, London, 1953. 
R. Lamp Harris 
Professor of Old Testament 
Covenant Theological Seminary 
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“THEY SHALL BE ONE FLESH”’ 


Marriage Made in Heaven, by Na- 
than Drazin (Abelard-Schuman 
Co., London and New York, 1958, 
144 pp., $3), is reviewed by David 
W. Baker, Assistant Professor of Re- 
ligion at Ursinus College, and Phy- 


sician and Surgeon at Lankenau 


Hospital, Philadelphia. 


This book was written by a Jew, and 
is for Jews. It is not a book which a 
Christian pastor can recommend to those 
of his parishioners who are having mari- 
tal problems, or to Christian young 
people about to be married. That is a 
great pity. For this is the kind of book 
we Christians need, and to my knowl- 
edge none exists that can even begin to 
compare with it—“a refreshingly candid 
guide book to marital relations . . . sym- 
pathetically blending sexual behavior 
and religious custom.” It is the kind of 
book, however, which marriage counsel- 
lors should have, the kind which some 
wise Christian marriage counsellor should 
write, if he is able. 

The author is the rabbi of one of the 
largest Orthodox synagogues in Balti- 
more. He is a member of the Academy 
of Religion and Mental Health, a recent 
President of the Religious Zionists of 
America, a former Vice-President of the 
Rabbinical Council of America, and is 
Chairman of the Educational Committee 
of the Talmudical Academy of Baltimore. 
He is also the author of History of Jew 
ish Education from 515 B. C. E. to 220 
C. E. He is himself a married man and 
the father of three children. He has 
been activ ely interested in marriage coun- 
seling for over 20 years, and has spoken 
widely on the subject. 

Dr. Drazin writes beautifully. One 
finishes his book with the impression that 
there are no dull or unimportant areas 
in it. He is not verbose. He is not in- 
delicate. He does not avoid difficult 
problems. 

The book consists of eight chapters, 
having the following titles: “Marriages 
Are Made in Heaven,” “Marriage and 
Psychiatry,” “Different Types,” “Birth 
Control,” “A Time to Love,” “Marriage 
as a Challenge,” “Captain of One’s Own 
Ship of Matrimony,” and “An Enduring 
Love.” 

Marriage Made in Heaven is written 


44° 


from a very religious point of view. It 
abounds in references to the Old Testa- 
ment, the Talmud, and also to modern 
authors. It is heartening to read the 
words of one who is not afraid to take 
his stand on the Bible as the fully au- 
thoritative and eternally true Word of 
God. Rabbi Drazin’s Bible is the Old 
Testament, but this he treats with all the 
love and respect of the most conservative 
Christian. What the Bible says is true. 
What the Bible says should determine 
our conduct. 

There are numerous references to 
such well-known writers as Kinsey and 
Dr. Marie C. Stopes. He is unsparing 
in his criticism of Kinsey. Of one of Dr. 
Stopes astute observations he says on 
page 96: “The extraordinary concord- 
ance between her own findings on the 
subject and the Mosaic ordinance in the 
Book of Leviticus was to her an amazing 
revelation. To an Orthodox Jew, how- 
ever, who believes that both nature and 
Holy Writ are the works of the One 
God, this comes as no surprise.” 

While certain large Protestant denom- 
inations have gone on record as endors- 
ing birth control as a near panacea for 
marital unhappiness, Dr. Drazin, with 
the vigor of an Old Testament prophet, 
challenges birth control as the cause of 
the tremendous rise in the divorce rate. 
“Before 1913 the rate of divorce was 
one in thirty or less. After 1913, 
with the progressive spread of birth con- 
trol practices, the whole problem of ad- 
justment in marriage became so terribly 
ageravating that the divorce rate in- 
creased and multiplied very rapidly, and 
now marital unhappiness threatens to 
become the rule. . . . In 1913 one divorce 
in thirty marriages; in 1944 one divorce 
in seven marriages and in 1953 one in 
four . . . . The phenomenal rise of di- 
vorce since 1913 surely may be attributed 
in large measure to the spread of birth 
control practice” (pp. 134-5). 

Dr. Drazin does not hesitate to ex- 
plain why. On pages 75 and 76 he says: 
“Spontaneity is the secret of successful 
sexual relations. If, however, birth con- 
trol is practiced, certain preparations 
have to be made in advance.... This 
advance information is psychologically 
no good for the woman .... In America, 
where birth control is practiced rather 
extensively, I am convinced that this 


psychological difficulty is one of the 
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major causes for the ever-increasing num- 
ber of divorces.” 

To this reviewer, one of the most 
original chapters in the book is the one 
on “A Time to Love.” A closer study 
of the perpetual honeymoon that char- 
acterized the old-fashioned home among 
the Jews (perhaps also among the Chris- 
tians) could easily be the most reward- 
ing study any Committee on Social Edu- 
cation and Action could make of a very 
acute modern problem. 

Toward the end of the book Dr. 
Drazin writes: “The traditional Jewish 
family laws of purity not only facili- 
tated adjustment in marriage but also 
helped establish an enduring love... . 
Words are hardly adequate to convey the 
very tender emotion of love that the 
Jewish family laws nurtured in the 
hearts of men and women” (p. 142). 

“Under such ideal circumstances, 
marital problems were practically non- 
existent. Divorce was a rarity. Men and 
women did not require any marriage 
counselling. Instinctively they were de- 
voted lovers and sought always the joy 
and happiness of their spouses” (p. 
132). 

“Jewish law has made love beautiful, 
enduring, and permanent in the homes 
where it is observed and practiced. I am 
convinced that it can achieve as much 
today. As a rabbi, I have often been 
called to the bedside of an old, dying 
man or woman. Invariably I am touched 
to the marrow by the quiet, wailing 
sentiments of the heart-broken mate. 
The old woman often sobs out her heart 
to me: ‘Rabbi, we were married for fifty 
years. Never was a harsh word spoken 
between us. He was always a kind and 
loving husband. I was his queen and he 
was my king.’ An octogenarian husband 
poured out his heart to me a short time 
ago at a similar scene: ‘Only yesterday 
she called me and embraced me and 
said, “Darling, I hope I go before you. 
I couldn’t stand you going first. You 
have always been so good to me.” How 
can I go on without her? She has been 
my princess, my love, and my guardian 
angel for almost sixty years.’ In adopt- 
ing Jewish law as their way of life and 
in following the suggestions offered in 
this book, normal men and women will 
find, I am sure, their marriage a paradise 
of joy and happiness, an enduring love— 
in truth, a marriage made in heaven” 
(p. 144). 

Christians may well remember that it 
was of the Bridegroom and Bride of the 
traditional Jewish home that our Lord 
spoke so often. It was to this home that 
St. Paul was pointing when he spoke of 
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_ Christ and his Church. It was with this 
ideal in mind that he enjoined his Gen- 
tile male converts: “Love your wives,” 
and told the women: “Submit yourselves 
unto your own husbands” (Eph. 5:25, 
22.) St. Peter also referred to it, re- 
minding the women among his converts 
to “be in subjection to your own hus- 
bands,” and to adorn themselves with a 
meek and quiet spirit,” which is in the 
sight of God of great price. “For after 
this manner in the old time the holy 
women also, who trusted in God, adorned 
themselves, being in subjection unto 
their own husbands: even as Sarah 
obeyed Abraham, calling him lord” C1 
Pet. 3: i 4-6). 

Naturally, we Christians believe that 
Christianity is superior to Judaism, and 
that Christian marriage can also be more 
excellent than Jewish marriage. But 
even as the New Testament is founded 
on the Old, and Christianity is at its 
best only when it is solidly established 
on its Jewish background, so Christian 
marriage can hope to excel only when 
it rests on the foundation of the Jewish 
home so well outlined within this book, 
the foundation of which Jesus Christ 
alone is the ultimate perfection, and the 
laws of which he also, and he alone, 
has fulfilled. Our generation of Chris- 
tians has probably never really under- 
stood the Old Testament. Christians 
still have much to learn from the Jews! 

Heartiest congratulations to Rabbi 
Drazin on a magnificent book—well 
done! Daviw W. Baker 


RELIGION AND CULTURE 


The Gospel and Christian Educa- 
tion, by D. Campbell Wyckoff 
(Westminster, 1959, 191  pp., 
$3.75), is reviewed by James De- 
Forest Murch, author of Christian 
Education and the Local Church. 


The problem of building a theory of 
Christian education that is theologically 
valid and educationally sound is one that 
should engage the best minds in the 
church. In this volume a unique and 
challenging solution is proposed by one 
of the best equipped specialists in this 
field, the Thomas W. Synott Professor 
of Christian Education in Princeton 
l heological Seminary. 

Dr. Wyckoff begins, like all the mod- 
ern theological and philosophical pun- 
dits, with our modern culture, its nature, 
influence and the direction of its devel- 
opment. He holds that “the function of 
religion” in society is to enable “a cul- 
ture to hold firmly to its values and way 
of life” and “to form new values and 
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adopt a new way of life.” Christian edu- 
cation is the arm of the church which 
accomplishes this feat. 

With analytical deftness the author 
disposes of the traditional foci of Chris- 
tian education which have determined 
educational aims, curriculum, methodol- 
ogy, and results. The Bible is rejected 
because its history, dogma, theology and 


beliefs are impersonal, focusing on the | 


subject matter rather than upon its 
source, its use, or the pupil. The solution 
of life’s problems is discarded because 
this emphasizes disconnected human ex- 
periences, The pupil is eliminated as 


being too vague and amorphous without 


relationship to a guiding principle. The 
church is rejected because it narrows 
education to an institution or a merely 
human community, excluding other 
areas of experience that are necessary to 
Christian faith and life. He excludes 
Jesus Christ because such a focus “can 
very easily be used . . . to neglect . 
proper emphasis on the human side of 
the learner and his life, needs, prob- 
lems, and achievements.” 

Thus, by the process of elimination, 
the professor comes to the gospel. He 
says that the guiding principle of Chris- 
tian education should be “God's redeem- 
ing activity in Jesus Christ.” That 
sounds good. One is persuaded at this 
point in the book that a great discovery 
has been made. Dr. Wyckoff supports 
his proposal by five arguments: (1) 
Revelation—the Word of God—is central 
in Christian education theory. (2) The 
gospel is the very heart and point of the 
Word. (3) The gospel is the clue to the 
meaning of history, (4) the meaning of 
existence, and is (5) the reason for the 
church’s existence. 

But alas! The Bible is not the Bible 
of evangelical Christianity, and the gos- 
pel is not the Gospel. The cultural con- 


| ditioning of chapter I requires that an- 
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thropology take the place of theology. 
Modern Western culture, with full al- 
lowance for evolution, is seen as determi- 
native of the character and message of 
the elusive thing called the gospel. The 
Word of God is interpreted to be some- 
thing that cannot be exclusively identi- 
fied with the Bible because we cannot 
become literal and unimaginative in its 
use. In fact, Dr. Wyckoff devotes four 
pages to making it clear that his thesis 
must not be confused with “uncritical 
biblicism” or fundamentalist revivalism. 

To my way of thinking, however, Dr. 
Wyckoff has unwittingly suggested a 
great idea for evangelical Christian edu- 
cators to ponder. With certain new 
orientations, emendations, and interpre- 
tations it could be developed into a new 
and effective evangelical theory of Chris- 
tian education. The true guiding prin- 
ciple would have to be fully articulated 
and the objective, setting, administration, 
and curriculum reconstructed. 

The book, written primarily for lead- 
ers in Christian education, is concerned 
with theoretical aspects of the subject 
and should prove immensely stimulating 
and useful to all those concerned. 

James DeForest Murcu 


CONSERVATIVE CLASSIC 


A Scientific Investigation of the Old 
Testament, by Robert Dick Wilson 
with revisions by Edward J. Young 
(Moody Press, 1959, 194 pp., 
$3.25), is reviewed by R. K. Har- 
rison, Hellmuth Professor of Old 
Testament at Huron College, Lon- 
don, Ontario. 


Dr. Wilson was a brilliant Near East- 
ern scholar who brought his vast erudi- 
tion to bear upon the methods of the 
Old Testament critics and the results at 
which they arrived. His Scientific In- 
vestigation, first published in 1926, 
formed an important contribution to con- 
servative Old Testament scholarship. 

Since his death in 1930, however, 
some of his observations have been out- 
dated by recent archaeological discoveries 
and by certain alterations in critical 
trends. Dr. Edward J. Young has under- 
taken to revise the original work, long 
out of print, by adding an introductory 
chapter, footnotes, and appendixes, thus 
bringing the book abreast of current 
archaeological discovery. The original 
text has been left intact so that the 
reader can follow the author's line of 
thought. 

Dr. Young has done a creditable piece 
of work in revising this classic. 


R. K. Harrison 
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REVIEW OF 


Paiva Religious Though 


READERS OF CHRISTIANITY ToDay at 
least have no excuse for being unaware 
of the fact that 1959 is a year of special 
Calvin celebrations, marking as it does 
the 450th anniversary of the great Re- 
former's birth and the 400th anniversary 
both of the publication of the final edi- 
tion of his incomparable work The Insti- 
tutes of the Christian Religion and also 
of the founding of the Genevan Acad- 
emy. Much has been written and spoken 
in recognition of this occasion, and it is 
undoubtedly right and proper to remem- 
ber with thanksgiving those whom God 
has in the past used as outstanding in- 
struments of blessing. 

But the question should also be asked 
whether it is enough simply to remember 
such a man, to keep his memory green, 
or whether John Calvin, so far from be- 
longing to an age that is past, is not 
someone who even today has something 
significant to say to our modern age, 
which may justly be said to be unprece- 
dented for the magnitude both of its 
scientific progress and of its human prob- 
lems. On the face of it, no doubt, it 
must seem unlikely. The question will 
be found to be investigated with some 
care in a volume shortly to be published 
under the editorship of Dr. J. T. Hoog- 
stra with the title Calvin—Contemporary 
Prophet. 


« Meanwhile, however, something 
smaller in compass, but not on that ac- 
count to be despised, has appeared from 
the pen of Dr. Jean Cadier in the form 
of an article on the relevance of Calvin 
today (Actualité de Calvin) in the Revue 
de Théologie et de Philosophie, which is 
published in Lausanne. Dr. Cadier is 
Dean of the Faculty of Protestant Theol- 
ogy in the University of Montpellier and 
President of the Calvinist Society of 
France. 

While disclaiming any wish to make 
Calvin a modern man or to judge him 
with the spirit of the twentieth century, 
Professor Cadier maintains that he has 
relevance for us in the sense that in his 
day he enunciated certain guiding prin- 
ciples of life which continue to be ap- 
plicable to our present situation, espe- 
cially as certain not unimportant similari- 
ties may be discerned between his gen- 
eration and our own. In the first place, 
his age, like ours, was an age of quite 


revolutionary change and discovery. The 
implications of the new astronomy of 
Copernicus were hardly less startling 
than are those of the new physics of our 
time. Then, explorers like Christopher 
Columbus were sailing across untried 
oceans and reaching unknown conti- 
nents; now, too, man is probing into the 
mysterious ocean of outer space and 
stretching out his hands to new worlds. 
In his day, which for him (like our day 
for us) was a day that witnessed the 
breakup of accepted ideas together with 
remarkable scientific advances, Calvin 
turned to the Word of Holy Scripture 
and proclaimed the message of the maj- 
esty of God and sovereignty of grace. 


€ “It is peculiar to these centuries of the 
passing of the old and the emerging of 
the new,” writes Dr. Cadier, “that there 
is a double feeling of both the greatness 
and the wretchedness of man. Greatness, 
because of his successes, his inventions, 
his boldness in the face of worlds and 
spaces unknown. Greatness, because of 
his accurate mathematical predictions, 
and because of his conquest of nature. 
But also wretchedness, for that same man 
feels himself outstripped by this new 
world he has discovered. He is afraid 
and he has reason to fear. He fears de- 
struction by nuclear power whose ter- 
rible effects he well appreciates. Cer- 
tainly he can always take refuge in in 
difference, refuse to think, envelop him- 
self in an optimism that ignores the 
facts, and seek to forget in attempts at 
distraction. But this is an untenable po- 
sition for the man who really wants to 
be a man and to think out the purpose 
of his existence. There is then another 
attitude, that of faith in the presence 
and sovereignty of God. That is the 
position of Calvin.” 

This is an era, Dr. Cadier points out, 
in which the worth of the individual is 
threatened with destruction by mass 
movements and monopolies. And a still 
more formidable evil —“all the more 
formidable since it is no longer consid- 
ered an evil” —is the denial of God 
throughout life. “We are witnessing a 
vast attempt at secularization, and using 
it as a means of escape from the presence 
and authority of God in every domain, 
a profanation of life itself. The charac- 
teristic note of modern life is its wish to 


evade the rule of God.” But this is a 
situation for which Calvin has a message 
of the highest significance. “Even when 
the world expands before our eyes, when 
rockets pass beyond the stratosphere, God 
is still the Lord of the universe, the God 
who created the heavens and the earth. 
Even at their farthest point the inven- 
tions of man have not gone past the 
realm where God reigns.” Calvin, in 
fact, put man back into his true _per- 
spective as a creature of God; and those 
who acknowledge this perspective be 
come at the same time both humble and 
confident — “humble before the divine 
sovereignty and confident through their 
immoveable trust in this sovereignty.” 


© It is precisely, too, in this acknowl- 
edgment of the supreme sovereignty of 
\lmighty God that man becomes once 
more a person and the dignity of the 
individual is recaptured. “The  sov- 
ereignty which God exercises is not 
vague and remote. It is personal and ad- 
dresses itself to men as persons. It is 
particular. God accomplishes His plan 
through men whom He calls and to 
whom He gives orders and confides a 
task, at the same time as He provides 
them with the strength to carry it to a 
successful conclusion. This is the mean- 
ing of the Bible, which is a history show- 
ing the action of God through men 
called by Him and living in His pres- 
ence. The dignity of these men lies in 
the summons that God addresses to 
them. It comes from the vocation that 
they have received and which makes 
them rise out of the crowd to fulfill a 
precise task.” The humility of such men 
is “a humility without servility” and 
their certainty “a certainty without pre- 
sumption.” 

Professor Cadier emphasizes that this 
calling is for the whole of life, and that 
therefore Calvin’s message provides the 
antidote to that separation of the sacred 
and the profane and to that process of 
secularization by which humanity is 
menaced today. “We must, each in the 
affairs which concern us, effect that in- 
tegration of the sacred in every depart- 
ment of our life, knowing that all our 
life is for God and from God, refusing 
all the convenient separations which are 
really evasions, and accepting the task of 
making our whole life a witness to the 
presence of God. In this too we are able 
to speak of the relevance of Calvin.” 

Let our age give heed to the message 
of John Calvin, and it will be found to 
lead to blessing and liberation of the 
spirit just as it did in his age. 

Pum Epccumse HucHes 
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